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Note Tor researchers, 


Having utilized internet archives, historic publications, and having reached out to 
the various church archives, this history should serve as a base resource for those 
interested in the history of the Churches of Coloma. 


While highlighting some of the key facts and interesting stories, this work was 
never intended to be a scholarly endeavor, but more as a framework for others to 
build upon. 


As more documents become available on the Internet, discoveries will be made to 
be added to this history. Hopefully, photos that have not been in the public 
domain will also be published. 


This project should allow the researcher a starting foundation for compiling a 
more complete story for each denomination, its members, and clergy. 


A compendium of the research notes and documents that were referenced in this 
document is available at the Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park Library. 
While indexed by the specific Church they may not be in any rational order even 
though an attempt has been made to do so. 


We recommend the following books for anyone beginning research: 

Churches of El Dorado County California, Will O. Upton, 1940 

The Life and Work of Reverend C. C. Peirce, Charles Elmer Upton, 1903 

God’s Gold, The Story of Baptist Beginnings in California, Stanford Fleming, 1949 
Men Who Dug for Gold and Men Who Preached for God, Irving Engle, 1973 
Blacks in Gold Rush California, Randolf Lapp, 1977 

The Early Days of my Episcopate, William Kip, 1892 


Centennial Encyclopedia of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Richard 
Wright, 1916. 


Images of America Coloma, Betty Sederquist, Arcadia Publishing, 2012. 


E. S. Hall and wife Catherine, both managers of the Rodgers Hotel in 
Coloma from 1850 to 1853, later mused about their lives in Coloma. He 
wrote the following about religion in Coloma.) 


“Gold was God, and crowds of gamblers and miners filled our streets. 
Profane oaths were the common vocabulary, and upon our sidewalks 
various gambling games in every part of the town were continually 
going on. No sound of the church-going bells called our minds back to 
the Sabbath days of our childhood home in the Pilgrim land of our 
fathers, where our heavenly father is revered and worshipped as the 
guiding star of earthly life, crowned with bright visions of a celestial 
paradise beyond the grave”. 


This document is also available in high resolution for free download or viewing at 
www.Archive.org. Any new significant updates will be published at Archive.org as 
an amendment. 


Please feel free to the authors at; jeffleeoldawg@gmail.com. 
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Chapter 1 
AFRICAN METHODIST CHURCH 
(AME CHURCH) 


Coloma (AME) African Methodist Church Timeline 


1856 
e Established in by Reverend T.M.D. Ward. 
e Prior to 1861 the Black population was administered to by the 
white Methodist Episcopal Church. 


1861 
e Reverend Peter Killingsworth was assigned to El Dorado County 
Circuit. 
e Visits by Reverend Jacob Miller of the Stockton Circuit. 


1862 
e Members meeting at the Methodist Episcopal Church to plan a 
celebration for the Emancipation of the British West Indies. 


1863 
e Jacob Johnson donates two lots to the African Methodist Church 
on Lower Main Street. 


1863 
e Elder Jacob Mitchell visits El Dorado County. 
e Elder Jennifer is appointed to the El Dorado Circuit. 


1864 
e Reverend Killingsworth reports six church members and seven 
Sunday school members with one teacher in Coloma. 


1865 

e Bishop Campbell preaches a sermon in Coloma. 

e The Placerville AME church and circuit parsonage burns. 

e Reverend Killingsworth is assigned to the Petaluma Circuit. 

e AME trustees of Placerville sell the church lots. 

e Elder William Offer replaces Elder Jenifer, and the circuit is 
expanded to include Placerville, Grass Valley, Yuba City and 
Marysville. 


1868 
e No African Methodist Episcopal Church services are recorded in El 
Dorado County. 


1869 
e Rufus Burgess is documented as living on a portion of the African 
Methodist Church property. 


1879 
e George Ingham purchases the remaining African Methodist 
Church lot at an El Dorado County lien sale. 
e Rufus Burgess is deeded title to a portion of the African Methodist 
Church property from the El Dorado County recorder. 
e George Ingham sells the African Methodist Church lot to 
Rufus Burgess. 
1949 


e The two lots originally donated to the African Methodist Church 
were sold to the State of California under condemnation action for 
inclusion into the Marshall Gold Discovery State Park. 


African Methodist Episcopal Church 


There is little written about the African Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Coloma, something that is common in the search for documents or 
facts surrounding Coloma’s early history. Hopefully, a photo of this 
church will one day surface. 


The Beginning 


“There was a Negro Methodist Church at Coloma in the early days. 
It stood near the De Lory place on a part of the Julian property. But 
every vestige has long since disappeared.” 


The first mention of the African Methodist Episcopal Church in Coloma 
is found in the Pacific Appeal newspapers of 1856. They reported that 
there had been African Methodist Episcopal Churches established in 
Placerville and Coloma, according to the Reverend T.M.D Ward, 
Missionary to California and the West.? 


Bishop T. M. D. Ward, D D. 


One should note that with all religions, the establishment of a church 
does not necessarily mean a structure was constructed, but a 
Fellowship or following was established. This was also the case with the 
early African Methodist Episcopal Churches in Coloma and Placerville 
and other locations in El Dorado County. 


Prior to 1861 the Black population was ministered to by the white 
Methodist Episcopal ministers in the Placerville-Coloma Circuit as 
reported in the “Minutes of the Third Quarterly Conference of the 
Coloma Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, held in 
Uniontown, April 20, 1861”, Methodist Archives, Berkeley, CA. 


Excerpt from Sept. 6, 2000, Congressional Record by the Honorable 
Robert T. Matsui restating the history of the St. Andrews AME 
Church in Sacramento that was established in 1850 by Reverend 


Ward and Barney Fletcher with the help of Isaac Owen, a white 
Methodist Reverend who also established the white Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Coloma.’ 


SALUTINg nas munumentLo: arnacvemen s. 

St. Andrew's was founded in 1852, three months before California was 
admitted as the 31st state to the Union. It is the first African 
Methodist Episcopal Church and the first African-American religious 
congregation established on the Pacific Coast of the United states. 

In the beginning, a small group of worshipers gathered in Sacramento 
at the home of Daniel Blue. Under the leadership of Barney Fletcher, 
this group would form the church that would later be known as St. 
Andrew's A. M. E. Church. In the fall of 18590, Reverend fsaac Owen, 
pastor of the Seventh Street Methodist Episcopal Church, participated 
in the formal organizing of the church. 

The first trustees, James R. Brown, John Barton, George Fletcher, 
John L. Wilson, and Chesterfield Jackson purchased part of the lot in 
the square between G and H Streets. At this site, the first church was 
erected and named the Methodist Church of Colored People of Sacramento. 
In 1851, the members of the church petitioned the Indiana Conference 
for admission to the African Methodist Episcopal Church and officially 
became the Bethel African Methodist Church. Later in the 19th century, 
the church acquired its current name, St. Andrew's African Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 


-iniaa oe adueatiansl and 


From Blacks in the California Gold Rush 


1851, this small congregation had collected $1,500 
religious purposes and they owned a debt-free church. 
unding member recalled that the Reverend Isaac 
en, the Sacramento white Methodist minister, was 

devoted to this black congregation and helped carry 
lumber for the construction of their church on Seventh 
between G and H streets.“ 
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In 1861 Reverend T.M.D. Ward appointed the Rev. Peter Killingsworth to 
make monthly rounds to eight locations in El Dorado County, including 
Coloma. Jacob Miller from Stockton also makes periodic visits. The 
Reverend’s travels were documented in the 2015 dissertation of Eunsun 
Celeste Han’s, “All Roads Lead to San Francisco” and found in various 
Pacific Appeal newspaper articles.’ 


Placerville was established as the seat for the El Dorado AME Circuit 
until its demise as it maintained the Parsonage. 


Although Reverend Killingsworth records himself as a Methodist 
Episcopal Clergy, he is not mentioned in the official records of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) as being an AME Elder. It is 
not clear why he is not listed in the Churches history as a Minister or 
how he originally was assigned to the El Dorado County circuit and 
subsequently reassigned to Petaluma prior to his death. Nevertheless, 
he did devote his life in California to his assigned AME circuits. 


Peter Killingsworth purchased both his and his wife’s freedom for 
$3000.00 while living in Atlanta, Georgia. They then immediately 
migrated to California. Unfortunately, his wife died soon after arriving in 
California. During the 1865 Colored Convention in Sacramento, he told 
his story of enslavement and that he took solace in the knowledge that 
while his wife was no longer alive, her bones lie in the free soil of “El 
Dorado“ (Peter Killingsworth is recorded in the 1852 California Census 
as living alone in El Dorado County with the occupation of a miner). 
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There also are period reports in the Pacific Appeal of visits to the El 
Dorado Circuit by Reverend Jacob Miller of the Stockton Circuit early in 
1861. 


In the July 23, 1862, edition of Pacific Appeal newspaper A.L. 
Sanderson, a house painter from Placerville and lay member of the AME 
Placerville church reported that the Colored residents of Coloma, El 
Dorado County met in the (white) Methodist Episcopal Church whose 
location could be either the Placerville or Coloma Methodist Episcopal 
Church to plan a Celebration of British West Indies Emancipation. 
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This letter to the editor was published one year prior to donation of 
property for a church in Coloma from Jacob Johnson that was located 
on Lower Main Street, today’s Hwy. 49. 


Notably, in attendance was the Coloma blacksmith Stephen Ball whose 
business at the time was next to Bekeart’s gun shop, Rufus Burgess, and 
Jacob Johnson. Rufus would later replace Stephen Ball as the local agent 
for the Pacific Appeal and The Elevator, both period Black newspapers 
from San Francisco. 


The first agent for the Pacific Appeal in Coloma was Isaac Morton who 
was soon replaced by the black abolitionist and barber, Joseph 
Smallwood. Smallwood also had replaced Lewis Dukehart who had 
been the Coloma agent for the Mirror of the Times the first Black or 
African American newspaper in San Francisco prior to his leaving for 
Georgetown, California.“ 


Jacob Johnson would in the next year donate his home and land for the 
Coloma AME church. 

Donation of Property for the African Methodist Episcopal Church. 
According to the 1860 Federal Census Jacob Johnson was a Black man 
from Missouri living with three other Black people, Ann and Peter 


Gavish and Patrick Holland on property that he owned in Coloma. 


This same property was later donated by Jacob Johnson to the AME 
Church for the purpose of building a church. This property is in the 
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same location as Jacob Johnson’s 1853 Pre-Emption of land that was 1.5 
to 2 acres. 


Jacob Johnson’s Preemption of land was described as in the area 
between Uniontown Road and Lower Main Street (now called State 
Hwy. 49) and the El Dorado Ditch. 


The following 1853 Preemption of property is in the same location as 
the future African Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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El Dorado County Recorder’s Office, Book C, page 28 of Preemptions 


15 


On June 27, 1863, a Grant Deed from Jacob Johnson to African M. E. CH. 
Trustees was recorded with the El Dorado County Recorder The detailed 
description of the preemption of land provides enough detail to see 
that they are in the same location as that of the Jacob Johnson’s 
donation of land to the African Methodist Church, excepting that the lot 
has been divided, with one for the Church to be 150’ X 50’ the adjacent 
plot being approximately one acre in size. 

Even though Jacob Johnson was listed in the 1860 census as living on 
the property that he donated, there is no specific mention of a building 
standing on either lot that was donated. However, the marriage license 
of Nancy Ross to Peter Gooch shows them being married in Jacob 
Johnson’s home giving proof of at least a home on the property that 
was donated to the African Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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El Dorado County Recorder’s office, 1857 Marriage Index 
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The 1860 Federal Census, El Dorado County, Coloma Township lists 
Jacob Johnson living next to Charles and Mary Williams who would 
eventually sell their property to John Wilson, a prominent Black pioneer 
farmer. At the time of this census Jacob Johnson’s property was a few 
houses down Lower Main Street from Nelson Bell. 


This donation of his Preempted land was also the last property that 
Jacob Johnson owned in Coloma as he had previous sold his other 
parcels to the Gooch family in March of 1858.4 
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1863 Deed of Jacob Johnson to the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church (transcribed). 


Jacob Johnson 
to 
Trustees of the African Methodist Church 


This indenture made this twenty seventh(27) day of June in the year of our 
lord one thousand eight-eight hundred and sixty three (1863) between 
Jacob Johnson of the Town of Coloma in the State of California of the one 
party and Cooper Smith, A Hamilton and J Johnson trustees in trust for the 
use and purpose hear and after mentioned of the Township of Coloma, State 
of California aforesaid of the other part, witnessed that the said Jacob 
Johnson for and in consideration of the sum of one dollar ....... To him in 
hand paid at and upon... .. And delivery of these presents is hereby 
acknowledged hath given granted bargained, sold released confirmed and 
conveyed by these doth give grant bargain sell release shall confirm and 
convey onto them the said trustees and their successor trustees in trust for 
use and purpose hereinafter mentioned and declared all the rights .. ....... 
property claims and demands whatsoever either in law or equity which the 
said Jacob Johnson hath into or upon all or singular a certain lot or piece of 
land situate lying and being in the Town of Coloma, State of California 
amended as follows beginning at a point on the El Dorado ditch on the 
southside of the place owned by J. Johnson. thence running in an easterly 
direction on said ditch one hundred and fifty (150’) feet, thence in a 
northerly direction to the Coloma and Uniontown Road, thence in fifty (50) 
feet along said road, thence in a southernly direction to the place of the 
beginning corner. Leaving one acre of land more or less together with all 
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and singular, the houses, woods, water ways, privileges and appurtenances 
there to belonging or in use pertaining to have and to hold all and singular 
the above-described lot. 


or piece of land situate lying and being as aforementioned together with all 
and singular the house, woods, waterways, and privileges there in 
belonging in or anywise appertaining to the said trustees and their 
successors in office forever in trust that they shall erect or cause to be built 
thereon a house of place of worship for the use of the members of the 
African Methodist-Episcopal Church in the United States of America 
according to the rules and discipline of said church which from time to time 
be adopted and agreed upon by the Ministers and preachers belonging to 
said church in their General Conferences in the United States and in further 
trust and confidence that they shall at all times forever hereafter permit 
such ministers and preachers belonging to said church as from time to time 
be duly authorized by the general conference of the ministers and preachers 
of the said African Methodist Episcopal church of by its annual conference 
authorized by the said general conference to preach and expound Gods Holy 
word therein and in further trust and confidence that as often as any one or 
more of trustees hereinbefore mentioned shall die or cease to be a member 
or members of said church according to the rules and discipline ..... said 
them in such case it shall be the duty of the National ministers or preachers 
(authorized as aforesaid) who shall have the pastoral charge of the 
members of the said church to call a new meeting of the remaining trustees 
as soonas conveniently maybe and when met the said minister or preacher 
shall proceed to nominate one of more person to fill the place or places of 
them whose office or offices has or have been vacated as aforementioned 
provided the person or persons so nominated shall have become a year 
member or members of a said church immediately preceding such 
nomination and be at least twenty-one (21) years of age and the said 
trustees so assembled shall proceed to elect and by a majority of votes 
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appoint the person or persons appoint the person or persons so nominated 
to fill each vacancy or vacancies in order to keep up the members of trustees 
forever, and in case of an equal number of votes for and against the said 
nomination the stationed minister or preacher shall have the casting vote. 
Provided nevertheless that the said trustee or any of them or their 
successors have advanced or shall advance any sum or sums of money or 
are or shall be responsible for any sum or sums of money on account of said 
premises and they, the said trustees or their successors be obligated to pay 
the sums of money they or a majority of them shall be duly authorized to 
raise the said sum of money or sums of money for mortgage on the said 
premises or by selling the said premises after notice given to the Pastor or 
preacher that has oversight of the congregation attending divine service on 
said premises. If the money due be not-paid to the said trustees or their 
successors within one year after such notice given and if such sale take place 
the said trustees or their successors after paying the debt and other 
expenses which are due from money arising from such sale shall deposit the 
remainder of the money produced. 


By the said sale in the hands of the Steward or Stewarts of the Society of the 
divine belonging to or attending divine service on said premises which 
surplus of such sale so deposited in the hands of the Stewart or Stewarts 
shall be at the disposal of next annual conference authorized as aforesaid 
which Annual conference shall dispose of the said money according to the 
best of their judgement for the use of said society. And the said Jacob 
Johnson doth by these .... Warrant and forever defend all and singular those 
above mentioned and described lot or piece of ground with the 
appurtenances thereunto belonging unto them the said trustees and their 
successors chosen and appointed as aforesaid from the claims or claims of 
all persons whatever in testimony whereof the said Jacob Johnson his heirs 
and assigned from the claims or claims of all persons whatever. In testimony 
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whereof the said Jacob Johnson has hereto his hand and seal to the day and 
year aforesaid. 


Jacob Johnson 


His Mark X Sealed and delivered in presence of us. Wm N. Smith Jacob 
Mitchell.” 


The witnesses to the signing were William N. Smith who was the white Methodist 
Episcopal Church pastor for the Coloma circuit and Jacob Mitchell who was the 
supervising Elder for the African Methodist Church under T.M.D. Ward.1? 


This deeded property was the residence of Jacob and Sara Johnson 
prior to Jacob’s leaving the county sometime after 1863. 


The Church has a Building. 


Recorded during the Third Annual Convention of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church held in San Francisco on the last week of October 
1863. Bro. P Killingsworth reported his circuit including Placerville, 
Coloma, Diamond Springs, Mud Springs, Gold Hill, Georgetown, and 
Greenwood Valley hear the Gospel gladly. He reported that in Coloma a 
church had been organized and added to the AME body and the 
congregation has a neat and comfortable house of worship in Coloma 
free of debt. Also, during that meeting Minister John Jenifer was 
assigned to the Placerville Circuit of eight locations. The combined 
worth of the Placerville and Coloma churches of $1,600.00. In 
comparison Emmanuel Church was valued at $7,000.00 at the time of 
construction. 
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All our churches are paid for. 

On the 25th of March, 1862, we purchased a church in 
San Francisco, at a cost of $6000. Sixty days after the pur- 
chase, I was stricken down with the small pox. For weeks, 
I stood upon the point which divides time from eternity, 
and, had it not been for the interposition of zzfixzfe mercy 
and the effectual prayers of a Christian people, should have 
been buried amid the deep silence of the dead long ago. 

I was disabled from travelling one entire year. How- 
ever, we paid the $6000 on the property two weeks before I 
sailed for New York. 

The distance between here and San Francisco, (by 
steamer) is 5800 miles. 

On the 3d of September, 1863, we held a convention ;— 
matters were adjusted; grievances redressed; and healing 
remedies applied where needed. 


STATISTICS. 
We have churches at the following places: 
Church at San / worth $14,000 
F SOENE . ie) Sess La c 3,000 
Be F Z Z 1% = œ dee Bf eee — 3.500 
a TITHI aos = 6.5 GA. 2 Z 9 S = 1,500 
m Grass Valley and Nevada......... s 2,100 
2 n e se 1,300 
4 T 6 E 22S wee “ 1,400 
„s TOI a Sn a a te E aS e 1,200 
= Placerville and Coloma.........-. ae 1,600 


There are school-houses for the education of colored 
outh at the following points: San Francisco, Sacramento, 
Petaluma, Stockton, Marysville, San Jose. 

The real estate owned by the colored population of the 
Pacific -States and Territories, is estimated at two million 
dollars. 

That region of country is celebrated for its rich agricul- 
tural districts, extensive vineyards, and exhaustless mines 
of gold, silver and copper. 

Nearly one bandel millions of dollars have been ex- 
ported within 14 years, and millions still remain. 

For salubrity of climate, richness of soil, vastness of 
mineral wealth and kind-hearted people, it is not excelled . 
by any land beneath the circuit of the sun. 
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Value of AME Churches in California in 1863 


1863 September, African Methodist Episcopal church Elder T.M.D. 
Ward’s report to Issac Owen at the White Methodist Episcopal 
Church conference as to the status of the AME Church Circuit on 
the West Coast: 
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Courtesy of Stephen Yale, Methodist Archives, Berkeley, CA?? 


Sometime between his arrival in California in 1863 and his appointment 
out of state, Elder Jacob Mitchell also visited the Placerville/Coloma 
District. By 1866, Elder Mitchel was recorded living in New Jersey. 
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The Jacob Johnson deed to the Coloma AME church included two lots. 
These are not the two lots referenced by Bishop Campbell in his early 
1865 letter to Brother Weaver. In that letter, Campbell says he “...went 
to Placerville where | found a Church and pastor. They have a small 
house and two lots, upon one of which they will shortly move a large 
house...” The “two church lots” that Campbell mentions in his letter are 
clearly in the context of Placerville and not Coloma. 


He also mentions that he preached to white brethren during these 
travels but did not mention the locations. 
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For the Christian Recorder, 


ALETTER FROM REV, BISHOP CAMPBELL. 


DEAR BROTHER WEAVER: - When lst wrote to you! was in Sacramento city, the capital of the State of California, 1 am now in Virginia City, called "the Silver City 
of the new State of Nevada " Tt is so called because itis situated in the midst of the largest silver mines in (his country, This city is located at the foot of Mount Davidson, 
among the range of mountains which form a part of the Sem Nevada, at the head of Carson Valley, twelve miles from the city of Carson, the capital of the State of 
Nevada. Mount Davidson is one of the highest mountains in the world. The top of itis almost perpetually covered with snow, Few seasons pass during which snow may 
not be found upon its summit Crossing the Sierra Nevadu at this season ofthe year js most dificult, and very dangerous, and at times impossible, Accident and dreadful 
calamities are of common ocumence, Snow slides from the mountains frequently take place, covering many acres of ground, and destroying in their course both man and 
beast. One of these occured a few days ago, which came near overtaking and burying alive dhe regular line stage, and all its passengers, The past winter in this section is 
said to have been unusually severe, hough hard winters are common to dhe county, We have had snow upon snow, here a great deal and there a great deal, with rain, hail 
ice and stormy winds, 


The mountains are covered with snow in some places eight feet deep, and in others eleven, and even up to twenty feet, according to the reports of those who profess to 
have a knowledge of these things. For miles there is not a tree, not even a shrub to be seen upon the sides of the mountains: you can see nothing but he everlasting hills, 
lifting up their lofty peaks to the skies, covered with snow, as far as the eye can reach 

Sachs part of the scenery with which am surrounded, while I am writing to you. A Bird is never seen here at any season of the year, except it be a canary bird in a cage, 
or onse in a great while, a poor little snow bird, alone upon the mountains, 

T spent twelve days in Sacramento City, preached for them three times, lectured once, held a quarterly Conference with Eder Ward, or assisted him, held a love feast anda 
generi! class meeting, and had, altogether, good visit at dhat place, as, indeed, 1 have had at al the points which I have visited, They have had no pastor here sine Elder 
Mitchell left them, in April, 1864, They are very anxious for one, and T hope the Annual Conference will be able to supply ben 

Friday, de Amt, eft them and went to Placerville, where I found a church and pastor, 

They have a small house and two church lots, upon one of which they wil! shortly move; a large house, bought rom the Presbyterians by a member of that church, and 
given by him to the members of the AME , Church, This is a very good house 

T preached here three times, and delivered three lectures in one might, upom different subjects; visited Coloma during my stay in Placerville, preached a sermon and 
delivered a lecture on he same night, at two places, Very hard work this, my brother, but ave been compelled to do so, or fail to supply, ina great degree, the wants of 
the people 

Tne not tell you, that in every city which Ihave visited, have boen Kindly invited to fill the pulpits of our white brethren, and that I have filled atleast one or more in 
every city that I have visited, and have now several more pressing invitations to comply with 
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In 1864 the Coloma African Methodist Episcopal Church under Peter 
Killingsworth reports that its members total 6, Sunday School members 
7 with others attending. 


— PLACERVILLE. 
No. eee e ` 
/ ˙ ² ˙LAAAA -r. —¼ T l 
Superintendeut.......... ..... William Vincent. 


Preacher. . P. Kelingworth. 


COLOMA SUNDAY SCHOOL BETHEL CLASS, 


2 


No. f ³·¹Ü¹ ww tn 7 
. ¹ 0 ²²»»- py partian ee 
Preacher... . . . . cos s: P. Kelingworth. 


A, v I, Bethe! Ch & San Francisco... +4699 


Mii A 11 ‘ 
17 


Nacramento . sesew ese, 1 92 
Stockton. . .. 29 
Marysville., . .. . 
Virginia WL haa. 22 
badge , 12 
Grass fas guys (ub 14 
Placerville s,s., w re W 
Oolong. ses. amt peer Ñ 
Mud Spring. . . 2 
linan L (cn 

N 4 
nne § 
Victoria. . . 3 

— 207 


DR. J. T. JENIFER. 


> Jenifer Rev. John Thomas, the son of Catherine 
an 


ohn H. Jenifer, was born a slave at Upper Marl- 


borough, Prince George County, Maryland, March 10, 
1835. He went with his owners to Baltimore in 1853, 


and there worked as porter for a period of five years in 
the store of his young master, Truman Dorsey, who was 


in the dry goods business. For two years he then work- 
ed as receiving and shipping clerk in the d poa house 
of J. Edward Bird & Bros., for the sum of 81 and board. 

He was converted in Sharp Street M. E. Church, 
April 4, 1856, and in October 1859 he went to New Bed- 


ford, Mass., in search of freedom and education. He 


joined the A. M. E. Church, under Rev. Henry J. kes i 
He studied at Taylor’s Commercial College, in New Bed- 


ford, with the aim of going into the dry goods business. 
But he was licensed by Rev. William W. Grimes, pastor 


of Kempton Street A. M. E. Church, on February 5. 


1862. He set sail for California on July 21, 1862, and 
was appointed by Missionary Elder T. M. D. Ward to 
Sacramento City Station, October 8, 1852. In 1863 he 
was assigned to Placerville Circuit, Eldorado County, 
having six preaching points, including the town of Colo- 
ma, where the first nugget of gold was discovered in 
Suter's mill race in 1848. At Placerville, he purchased 
a lot for a parsonage, also a lot upon which he built a 
church at a cost of $2.500, leaving only an indebtedness 
of $80 when he left. During this time he taught the city 
school for colored children. Bishop J. P. Campbell or- 
ganized the California Conference, April 10, 1865, at 
San Francisco, Rev. Jeremiah B. Sampson, secretary; J. 
T. Jenifer, assistant. At that session, on April 13, Rev. 
J. T. Jenifer was ordained deacon. 

From this conference he was transferred to the Ohio 
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In February 1865 Bishop J. P. Campbell preached a sermon in Placerville 
and Coloma. 


During the April 1865 California Conference of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church the Reverend John Thomas Jenifer was ordained and 
was reassigned to the Ohio Circuit. 


In April of 1865, the St. Patrick Catholic Church in Placerville was burned 
at news of the fall of Richmond to Union forces, allegedly by members 
of the Placerville Know-Nothing Party and the Copperheads whose 
members were prominent in town. Later in June a fire destroyed a 
portion of Chinatown and the newly constructed AME church and 
vestry. Will Upton reports in The Churches of El Dorado County the Black 
church was never rebuilt.+? 


BY STATE TELEGRAPE. 


Alta Daily California Morning Edition, 17 June 1865 reports the fire that 
destroyed the African Methodist Church and rectory. 


Mid-1865 finds Peter Killingsworth then assigned to the Petaluma AME 
church where he served until late 1869. 1870 finds him assigned to the 
Oregon Circuit, later in the year he is back in Sacramento at St. Andrews 
Church.2° 


In February 1871 Rev. Killingsworth is again reassigned, this time to the 
Nevada County Circuit. 


On September 27, 1872, Peter Killingsworth dies in Sacramento at age 
82 having never returned to the El Dorado Circuit or Coloma. 


The late summer of 1865 marks the beginning of the abandonment of 
the El Dorado Circuit of the AME Church with the loss of the church and 
parsonage in Placerville and the growth of Stockton and the 
Marysville/Yuba City circuits. 


In August 1865, Trustees of Placerville African Methodist Church 
petition the Court to sell the fire damaged church property on Chapel 
Street in Placerville. 


The subsequent sale of the Placerville AME church property leaves the 
El Dorado Circuit without a parsonage and main preaching location. The 
circuit was only sporadically supported after the fire destroyed the 
church and parsonage. 
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There are reports from earlier researchers that a few AME Church Camp 
meetings were held in Coloma with more than one hundred attendees. 
Period newspapers and AME documents only show Camp meetings 
being held at the AME Church grounds in Stockton and Yuba City. 

The white Methodists did hold early camp meetings in Uniontown 
where the Black community may have attended. 


In early 1865 Elder William Offer replaces Elder Jenifer for the 
Placerville and Grass Valley Circuits that at the time included Yuba City 
and Marysville. By 1868 Elder Offer is listed as living in Marysville. 
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Marriages, funerals, and baptisms are still being performed by the 
White Methodist Episcopal Church pastors in the Placerville or 
Georgetown Circuit which included Coloma. 


Example of Black residents Rufus Burgess and Anna Butler’s marriage 
performed by a white minister from the Methodist Episcopal church in 
Coloma. 
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El Dorado County Recorder, 1865 Marriage Index 
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1868-70 Brother Buckner (lay person, unable to perform services) is the 
only person listed for the AME Placerville Circuit that included Coloma. 

John Buckner was last recorded as living in Mud Springs (modern day El 
Dorado). 


Bay Tausche, 
ry Pletcher, J. B. Bulma, 
J. P. Dyer, in Oliver, 


Sacraue 
dH apr Ñ “Ai Giles, 
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Richmond Scott, 
Vinota Um. Naga, 
Joseph M. Price, lis Marti, 
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After 1868 no Bethel African Methodist Episcopal records have been 
located showing permanently assigned Circuit Ministers for the 
Placerville / Coloma circuit and the other surrounding communities in El 
Dorado County. 
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By 1870 Elder William Offer was living and preaching in San Francisco. 


Rudolph M Lapp reports the following in his 1977 book Blacks in Gold 
Rush California. While his research does not specifically 

address the AME Church in Coloma, it gives a broader view of the AME 
church in the gold fields. 


Fr time to time, religious gatherings by blacks were 
noted in various parts of northern California and in the 
gold fields, but they scem to have been of a transito 
character. For instance, an A.- M. E. church is noted in 1 
in Placerville, but its history is not clear. The next mer 
of it is in 1863, when it had only six members. The one 
small congregation in the gold country that survived 
population mobility of the mining countics and was n 
a significant urban center was the AM. E. church in Grass 

alley, Nevada County. As carly as 1854, this group of ten 
persons held a festival to raise funds for a church. In a 
friendly environment, partly created by the local white 
Methodist and Congregational churches, they succeeded in 
building their church. Some years later they erected a 
small schoolhouse in back of the church.** 

f Until nearly the end of the decade, there seemed to be 

i no black church activity in the counties of the southern 

mines. A fire in Sonora in 1860 revealed the fact that 

buildings “‘scorched” by the conflagration included the 

“colored church, which was located in a racially mixed 

community that included many Mexicans. This was an arca 

of dubious fame called the Tigre District. The denomination 
of this church was not recorded. The only other evidences 
of church activity among Negroes in the southern mines 
were the elusive stories about a black woman who was 

aching to mixed audiences in Calaveras and El Dorado 
counties in 1857 and 1858. She was described as “respec- 

L e. in her profession, and she stated that her objective 

4 to raise funds for a church in Mokelumne Hill in 

‘Calaveras County.** 


U 
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May 1868, the Reverend TMD Ward is appointed Bishop for the West 
Coast of the AME Church. His appointment to Bishop allowed marriages 
and funerals to be administered by AME Elders. Bishop Ward stayed in 
California until 1872 when he returned permanently to Alabama and 
other Southern Districts. 
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Ward, Thomas M. D., tenth bishop of the A. M. 
E. Church, was bern in Hanover, Pa., September 28, 
1823. He was converted in 1838 at Philadelphia and 
joined the A. XI. E. Church; was licensed to preach in 
1843 at Harrisburg, Pa.. by Rev. Levin Lee, and in 
1846 was admitted to the New England conference; 
was ordained deacon in 1847. and elder in 1849. After 
being ordained elder he was appointed missionary for 


BISHOP T. M. D. WARD. 


the Pacific coast, where he remained several years, 
organizing churches in that section, then but sparsely 
populated. In 1868 he was elected bishop, ordained 
Lexington, Va., and the rural schools; was licensed to 
May 25, 1868, and returned as bishop to the Pacific 
coast, where he remained four years. He was after- 
wards assigned to Alabama. Florida and Mississippi 
and other districts in the South, where he did much to 
build up the church, and distinguished himself as a 
pulpit orator of the first class. The degree of D.D. 
was conferred upon him by Wilberforce University. 
He died June 10, 1894. and is buried in Washington, R 
D. 


In 1873, with the Town of Coloma now surveyed by the County of El 
Dorado, the AME Church is occupying Lot 3, Block 7, .11 acres and the 
adjoining Lot 4, Block 7, .63 acres being occupied by another. This 
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survey matching the 1853 Jacob Johnson Preemption description of 
land and boundaries that Jacob Johnson deeded to the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1863. 


Jacob Johnson’s deeded property as shown on a modern map. 


“A lane between the Peter Gooch and Burgess lots — they 
quarreled over the lane — the land led to the colored church.” 
Cecelia Papini’s notes on Coloma. California State Parks 


Sometime between the 1863 Jacob Johnson donation to the AME 
Church and 1869, Rufus Burgess was shown occupying the lot that was 
a major part of the AME Church property (Lot 4, Block 7). This location 
was referenced in the November 1869 deed for Lot 6, Block 7 from C.H 
and Mary Williams to John Wilson. 
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The William lot is Lot 6, just to the right of the AME Church Lots 3&4 of 
Block 7. 


Mention should be made that prior to 1866 the Black children of 
Coloma were assumed to be attending a monthly or bi-weekly Sunday 
school at the AME church. 

Regular school in Coloma for Black children was never mentioned in any 
of the AME Church correspondence or located records. 
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Records found for the Coloma public school attendance are incomplete 
and inconclusive. However, the 1870 census shows school age Black 
children at the public school in Coloma and as of 1875 El Dorado County 
reports that “all Colored children of the County are attending public 
school". 27 


El Dorado County Surveyor’s map of 1873, courtesy of 


Marshal Gold Discovery State Historical Park. 
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Although Rufus Burgess is shown living on parcel, lot 4, next to the 
African Methodist Church during the May 1873 El Dorado County land 
survey, Rufus did not receive the title for S 4, Mss 7 until 1879. » 


The following delinquent tax list shows R. M. Burgess in arrears for taxes 
on Lot 4, Block 7 in February 1876, again showing his occupancy of a 
portion of African Methodist church property prior to having a recorded 
title for this lot. 
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Rufus Burgess is awarded title to Lot 4, Block 7, Coloma Townsite in 
June1879 


Decline of African Methodist Episcopal Church 


As the decline in mining occurred, El Dorado County experienced a 
dramatic loss of population. Between the years 1860 and 1870 the 
population of El Dorado County declined from 20,562 residents to 
10,309. As miners and the businesses that supplied them moved on to 
more profitable diggings there were many defaults and abandonment 
of properties. Assessor’s Lien sales were so frequent that many appear 
to have never been recorded with the County Recorder/Clerks office by 
the purchaser. 


Tax Lien and Sale by El Dorado County 


The Mountain Democrat, in its February 15, 1879, edition, lists 
properties being in arrears for taxes and scheduled for a lien sale, 
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among those listed is the lot and building belonging to the AME Church 
that are to be seized and sold for one years back taxes. 


The El Dorado County Tax Assessor lists the African Church property on 
the Delinquent Tax List of properties to be sold at auction. 


Purchase of African Methodist Episcopal church property 


On March 26, 1879. George Ingham purchases the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church lot from the County at a tax lien sale. 
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George Ingham purchase of Lot 3 Block 7, African Church 
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Sale of Former African Methodist Episcopal church lot to Rufus Burgess 
by George Ingham June 1879. 
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The deed dated June 26, 1879, shows George Ingham selling Lot 3, 
Block 7 to Rufus Burgess. This is the same lot that George Ingham had 
previously purchased at an El Dorado County lien sale. This parcel 
previously had previously been owned by the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Coloma. 
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After 1869 most if not all the Black Baptisms, funerals and marriages in 
Coloma are again being conducted by the white Methodist Episcopal 
clergy. Below examples of Smith, Murrish, and Dearborn who were 
from the white Methodist Episcopal Church, Georgetown Circuit that 
encompassed Coloma, and Georgetown. 


r en 
he shall in no wise 
enter therein A 
MARR OF 


Marriage license signed by Tomas Murrish, pastor to the Georgetown 
Methodist Episcopal Circuit that included Coloma. 
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Death certificate signed by Pastor Stephen Smith of the Georgetown 
Methodist Episcopal Circuit that included Coloma. 
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Death of Rufus M. Burgess. 

Nufus Burgess died at his home in 
Co:yma on the 27th instant. at the age 
of 73 years. Mr. Burgess was one of 
the best known colored men in the 
county. highly osteemed by all as an 
honest. industrious citizen, He was a: 
pioneer resident of Coloma, and owned 
and conducted the blacksmith shop at 
that placo for many years. Deceased 
leaves f wily eng three young sons (o 
mourn hi: icas. Tre funeral occurred- 
at Coloma Sunday afternoon, and was 
largely attended. Rev. E, P. F. Dear- 
boru of Georgetown conducted the ser- 
vices, and the interment was in G 
Colom Cemetery. © 1997-2023 Ance 
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Obituary listing the Reverend Dearborn of the Georgetown Methodist 
Episcopal Circuit that included Coloma. 
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ng of Peter Julian 

| In This City Last Evening |: 
| P 

} 


Peter Julian, the well known porter 
of the New Western Hotel, died a few 
minutes after eight o’clock last evening 
from Bright’s disease 

Pete was one of the best known col- 
ored men in the county and his happy 
disposition made him many friends who 
E will regret to hear of his untimely 

death. He was anative of Coloma 
=» and was 34 years of age. A mother 
Mrs. E. Julian of Coloma and a broth- 
er Ben Julian of this city survive him. 
His funeral will take place tomorrow 
at Coloma at 3 o’clock p. m. Seryices 
by the Rev. G. J, Wentzell. 
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The Methodist Episcopal Church continued to serve the Black residents 
of Coloma as shown with the Rev. G. J. Wentzell provided services for 
the various Julian family members. 
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At the request of her sons now living in Sacramento, the Rev. Hughes 
pastor of the St. Andrews AME church in Sacramento comes to Coloma 
in January 1921 to officiate the funeral of their mother Josephine 
Burgess. This funeral marks the first time since 1868 the an African 
Methodist Episcopal preacher was in Coloma. 


Final Deed Transfer under Condemnation to State of California 


In 1949 under Final Condemnation Orders, the State of California 
purchased two lots owned by the descendants of Rufus Burgess. These 
lots previously were owned by Jacob Johnson, George Ingham, and the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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Modern day view of orignial AME properties 


Excerpt from National Park Service’s 2004, A History of Black Americans 
in California: 


A.M.E. Church 


By the time, the Third Annual Convention of Ministers and lay delegates 
to the California Conference met in September 1863, substantial and 
comfortable houses of worship stood in Coloma, Marysville, 
Sacramento, Stockton, San Francisco, Grass Valley, and Nevada City. All 
that remains in most gold mining towns to designate the first sites of 
Black political activity are the words, "African Church," written across 
lots on nineteenth-century property maps.?° 


The final 1949 condemnation and sale of the former African Methodist 
Episcopal church property ended a succession of title beginning in 1853 
ending another era of Coloma’s rich religious history 
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Chapter 2 
Methodist Episcopal Church 


Methodist Episcopal Church Timeline 


1849 
e Pastors Roberts, Anthony, and Damon preached and organized a 
congregation. 


1850 
e Official organization of a church. Appointment of a committee to 
secure a lot for a parsonage and possibly a church. 
e Reverend Mathew Lassiter is appointed as interim pastor. 
e Issac Owen establishes the Methodist Episcopal school. 


1851 
e Reverend Bateman arrives in Coloma. 


1852 
e Methodists are meeting in the Marchant building situated behind 
the courthouse and next to the Robertson lot. 


1854 

e Reverend James Rogers is listed as pastor and reporting eight 
members. 

e John Marchand reports that he has sold the church property as it 
was unfit for use. The proceeds of $700.00 were donated towards 
a church and parsonage. 

e The Empire Argus reports, we hope to have in a short time a new 
Methodist church.” 


1855 
e The Methodist school becomes public. 
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1856 
e Martin V. Cloud donates a lot for the Methodist church for the 
already constructed parsonage on Sacramento Street. 


1857 
e The Methodist church parsonage appears on the Herman Au map 
of Coloma. 


1861 
e Reverend William Smith is now living at the parsonage on 
Sacramento Street. 
e Reverend Smith is reporting the church on Sacramento Street is 
need of $500.00 in repairs. 


1863 
e Reverend Smith reports that the Sacramento Street church is unfit 
for use, and they are meeting in the l. O. O. F. Hall. 


1870 
e The Methodist Episcopal church discontinued meeting in the 
. O. O. F. Hall and are now jointly sharing use of the Emmanuel 
Episcopal church on Church Street. 


1873 

e The Methodist Episcopal church circuit parsonage is moved to 
Georgetown. 

e The Methodist Episcopal church lot on Sacramento Street is listed 
as tax delinquent and shown on the lien sale list of El Dorado 
County. 

e Sam Brockway purchases the Methodist Episcopal church 
property on Sacramento Street at El Dorado County lien sale. 
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1921 
e The Emmanuel Episcopal Church and lot are grant deeded to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Coloma by Bishop Moreland of the 
Sacramento Episcopal Diocese. 
e The name of the church is changed to the Emmanuel Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 


1969 


e The Emmanuel Methodist church is deeded to the State of 
California. 
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Methodist Episcopal Church 


While there are many written accounts of the Methodist Episcopal 
churches’ various locations. To date no photos of the earliest structure 
behind the County Court House have surfaced and only one showing 
Sacramento Street’s location has been located. 


The Methodist Episcopal Church in Coloma was officially organized in 
1850 by the Reverend Isaac Owen as being the first church in the gold 
country. Not only did he organize white Methodist Episcopal churches 
in California, but he also helped with the establishment and building of 
African Methodist Episcopal Churches. Most notable was the St. 
Andrews AME church in Sacramento. ! 


Up until 1863 the Methodist Episcopal church in Coloma provided 
services to the Black population of the Uniontown circuit which then 
was comprised of Coloma, Diamond Springs, Cold Springs, Georgetown, 
and Uniontown (Lotus).* During his time in California, he and the Elder 
T.M.D. Ward of the African Methodist Church wrote to each other 
extensively over the needs of the African Methodist Episcopal Churches 
in California.? 
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ISAAC OWEN 
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The first record of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Coloma is as 


follows: 


“In 1849 May, Pastors Roberts, Anthony and Damen Preached and 
Organized a Church with Anthony as the Pastor. A few children 
were found, and a Sunday School was established. Meetings are 
held in the Bennett house. Silas Bennett an employee of Sutter 
was appointed Class Leader.” Rev. Anthony. ° 
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WILLIAM ROBERTS 6 
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In the 1849 sermon referenced above, William Roberts was denouncing 
the sins which he found rampant in the valley. The collection plate 
offering included two sacks of gold. One had a note: “To the man from 
Oregon (Rev. Roberts): This bag is for the preacher who isn’t afraid to 
speak out what he believes to be true.” The bag contained $20.00 
worth of gold. The other bag with Mr. Damon’s name on it contained 
half the amount and was without comment. The cards were signed by 
the biggest gambler in town.” 


Early documentation of Coloma’s Methodist Episcopal Church are as 
follows: 


On April 22, 1850, official organization of a Methodist Episcopal 
Church. A committee appointed to secure a lot or lots for a 
Parsonage and consider the practicality of building a meeting 
house. Rev. Anthony.® 
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Coloma through the years was part of many circuits, all under control of 
the Sacramento and Marysville Districts of the Oregon/California 
Mission of the Methodist Church. 


The succession of ministers that served Coloma directly are best 
detailed in Upton s Churches of El Dorado County? as these records 
came from the archives from the now known as the Federated Church 
of Placerville. The records from the books by Rev. Anthony”? and Irvin 
Engle! are not as detailed and tend to skip over some temporary 
appointments of pastors to Coloma and the circuits that it was part of. 


1849 Elihu Anthony 1860 B.F. Meyers and Ben Fish 
1850 Warren Oliver 1861 W.N. Smith and A.N. Fisher 
1850 Mathew Lissiter 1864 C.A. Hertel 

1850 Warren Oliver 1866 W.N. Smith 

1851 UL. S. Bateman 1868 N.R. Peck 

1852 Rev. Bonar 1871 George Larkin 

1853 Warren Oliver 1872 James Burns 

1854 W.S. Urmy 1873 Martin Miller 

1855 James Rodgers 1876 S.C. Elliott 

1856 A. S. Gibson 1879 W.S. Corwin 

1857 Leonard Clark 1881 J.E. Jones 

1858 James Rodgers 1881 Silas Belknap 

1858 R.W. Williamson 1886 Thomas Spencer 


Irvin Engle from University of the Pacific stated that after Spencer the 
circuit was sporadic, and Coloma was a part time preaching location 
except for the years 1863-1868. 


We found the names Murrish, Dearborn, Barron and Winkley, but the 
dates are not certain.” 
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In 1920 the Methodists celebrated the April 1850 establishment of the 
first Sunday School in El Dorado County. 
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The Sunday School established by Issac Owen was only randomly 
mentioned in the period newspapers. 


An 1854 Methodist Sunday School in Coloma 


Notice. There will be a Nic Party given to the 
children of the Am, Union Sabbath School, on Saturday, 
May 3d, at the oak grove on Dutch Creek. Parents and 
others interested are cordially invited to attend, 

The Teachers and Scholars will meet at the School 
House at § o'clock P. M. 


W. II. Boprisu, Secretary. 


POSTE TETAPI OT 
14 


Sadly, little information has survived with details the American Union 
Sabbath School in Coloma, besides that they met in the Methodist 
church. Hopefully, a complete history will one day be located. 
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In February 1854, the Methodist Bishop Mathew Simpson of the 
Oregon and California Circuit, a noted abolitionist and close friend of 
President Lincoln made visits to the mining towns of the state and to El 
Dorado County. 


Bishop Simpson. 
Messrs. Editore I notice that the press is a little 
“behind the times,“ in regard to the movements and 


appointments of Bishop Simpson. He preached in 


Sonora on last Sabbath, and at Stockton on Tues- 


day night. On Wednesday night, he tarried in this 
city, and this morning, (Thursday,) left for Mor- 
mon Island, where he will preach to-night. On to- 


uorrow night (Friday) he will preach at Coloma. 


On Saturday, at some hour in the day, will preach 


at Cold Springs. On next Sabbath, at 10$ o'clock, 


he will dedicate Rev. Mr. Turner’s Church at Dia- 
mond Springs; at night of the same day, he will 
preach in Placerville. On next Monday night, he 
will preach in Mud Springs, and from thence pre- 
ceed to Sacramento, to preside over the delibera- 
tions of the California Annual Conference, which 
will convene on Thursday, the 16th instant. 
Sacramento, Feb. 9, 1854. B. F. R 


15 
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Bishop Simpson’s diary entry after leaving Sacramento contained the 
following: 


Friday, Feb, 10.—By stage twenty-three miles to Coloma; preached 
at night. 

Saturday, Feb, 11. — Visited mill-race where gold was first found; 
walked over high hills to Uniontown and back, three miles; rode to 
Cold Springs on horseback, five miles; preached at two r. u.; rode horse- 
back six miles to Diamond Springs. 

Sunday, PL 12.—Dedicated church; a severe snow-storm; rode in 
storm to Placerville, horseback, three miles; addressed Sunday-school at 
three; preached at night. 16 


Bishop Mathew Simpson?” 


Alan Patera writes in Coloma First Town of the Mountains, Pages 33 & 
85, “the first Church in Coloma is being built by the Methodists in 1852 
but sold under debt in 1854.” 
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The location of this first church building, cited in the deed of the 
property to John Marchant from Peter and Elisabeth Wimmer, was 
described as behind the Court House and next to the Robertson lot. 


It is noteworthy that John Marchant purchased this lot from the 
Wimmers in May of 1852. This is possibly the site of the first Wimmer 
home in Coloma. 
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The December 16, 1854, edition of the Empire County Argus newspaper 
states that the original church was sold by Mr. John Marchant as the 
property was unfit for the purpose and in a poor location. Mr. 
Marchant donated the proceeds of $700.00 towards building a new 
church. 


There are references in previous publications to a fire destroying the 
original church. No period newspaper or personal accounts of a fire 
destroying the original church have been located. However, on July 14, 


65 


1852, the Methodist Church in Georgetown burned with the rest of the 
town. Georgetown was part of the Coloma Circuit. 19 


One unsubstantiated report stated the first Methodist Episcopal church 
building in Coloma had only a canvas roof. 


Cuurcues.--We are glad to see that our town 
people are active in the matter of church building. 
From the liberality of the subscriptions and the 
energy of those stirring in the matter we hope to 
have ereeted ina short time a Methodist and an 
Episcopal church. 

The old chureh that was builtin 1852 by the 
Methodists, who we believe were the pioneers in 
chureh building in this county, was lately sold un- 
der debt. It was unfit fur the purpose and in a 
poor location. 

We are requested to state that Mr. John Mar- 
chant at whose instance the property was sold, will 
donate the entire proceeds, some seven hundred dol- 
lars, towards building a new Methédist church in 
our town. We understand also that Judge Howell 
has offered to donate alot of ground whereupon to 
ercet an Episcopal church. 


21 


CHURCH MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE 

It was well for the Protestant churches of the mother-lode country 
that church membership was not an accurate index of church influence. 
Most of the churches had pathetically few members. Amid “. . . bitter 
opposition and abounding iniquity . ..., James Pierpont organized a 
Presbyterian church of eleven charter members in Placerville in the 
spring of 1853.“ In February 1854, the membership had only grown to 
twenty-one, and, of these, ten were no longer residents of the town. 
Sixteen primary and secondary Methodist churches in the mines re- 
ported at the annual conference of 1854 a total of 524 members, or an 
average of about thirty-five each. Placerville, the largest church, re- 
ported seventy members; Coloma, the smallest, listed eight.“ At Grass 
Valley in 1854 there were only fifteen members in J. G. Hale’s Congre- 
gational church, but attendance at Sunday service averaged between 
fifty and seventy-five.” 

In general, a disparity between church membership and church at- 
tendance may be assumed. Even though, by 1852, El Dorado was far 
from the restless place it had been in 1849, its population was not yet 
stable, as the ghosts of towns deserted in the late 1850’s and 1860's still 
attest. The fact that people did not feel settled enough to join a church 


1854 Methodist church attendance reports show the Coloma church 


has eight members. 
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Location of original Methodist Church behind the Courthouse and next 
to the Robertson property. 
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Sale of the first Methodist church building and lot by John Marchant in 
July 1855. 
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“We hope to have erected in a short time a Methodist and an 
Episcopal Church,” 16 Dec. 1854 Empire Argus newspaper page 2. 


A private school was established in 1850 by Issac Owen and the Coloma 
Methodist Episcopal church. The school became public in 1855. 


SCHOOL NOTICE. 


d her ublic School in Coloma, will commence on Mon- 
dax, the 9th of July. The Commissioners would in- 
form those living out of Coloma, wishing to avail them- 
selves of the opportunity of sending to the sehool, the 
privilege is now freely offered. Uur School has been in 
session four months, and as fur as we have ascertained 
entire satisfaction has been given on the part of the In- 
structor, Mr. Herrick is a graduate, and has had long 
experience in teaching both Public and Private Schools. 
All of the common English has been taught during the 
last session. Those from abroad wishing to study higher 
m — or the classics can have the privilege. 

rd can be procured at reasonable rates. Books, sta- 
tionery, &c., are furnished at San Francisco prices. It is 
the object and aim of the Commissioners and Teacher to 
make this School equal to any Public or Private School in 
California, The course of instruction is thorough mental 
discipline. 

Terms of Tuition—85 per month, due monthly. 


Commissioners Reference. 
H. M. MILLER, REV. JAMES ROGERS, 
R. CHALMERS, L. DAVIS, 
DUDEN. 
Coloma, June 30, 1855. 31 2* 


Commissioners of this school included Robert Chalmers, Trustee and 
the Rev. James Rodgers, Coloma-Georgetown Circuit pastor. 77 


CHAPTER XXIX 
EDUCATION AND RELIGION IN THE DAYS OF GOLD 


FIRST SCHOOL IX PLACERVILLE—EARLY TEACHERS—EDWIN 
MARKHAM—RELIGION—CATHOLIC CHURCH—FEDER- 
ATED CHURCH—EPISCOPAL CHURCH—THE 
FIRST THEATRES 


It may be surprising to know that a majority of those 
who came to California in the fascinating days of its early 
history were people of good families and in many cases were 
men and women of education and refinement. Consequently 
it was but natural that their thoughts and interests were for 
the education of their children in this land so far from ma- 
terial comforts and advantages. They were the type of 
people who considered education a necessity. 

So it was not long before schools began to appear upon 
the scene. In 1850, Rev. Isaac Owen, a Methodist minister, 
established a Secular School in Coloma in connection with 
the Methodist Church. Three years later this private school 
was transformed into a public school with twenty pupils in 
attendance. 

In 1863, Father Largan, a priest of the Placerville 
Catholic Church established a non-sectarian private school in 
Coloma. This school was open alike to Protestant and Catho- 
lie pupils. As the priest said— There will be no attempt to 
instill into the mind of any Protestant child the principles 
peculiar to Catholicism, as it is in church and the home that 
children should receive religious training.” The teacher was 
Miss Margaret A. Kelley, who formerly taught in the Sacra- 
mento publie schools. 
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25 


The 1856 deed from Martin V. Cloud to trustees of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church for the Methodist Parsonage describes the new 
location of the Methodist church as being on Sacramento Street at the 
intersection of the Placerville Wagon road. 


It should be noted that Martin V. Cloud was one of three brothers of 
Elisabeth Jane Wimmer who came to Coloma in the 1850’s. This deed 
also mentions the previously built parsonage and yet to be built church 
or meeting room. 
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Trustees listed are Mathew Holmes, Robert Chalmers, Henry Day, A.A. 
Van Grueden and John Marchant. 
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Handwritten notes on a copy of the 1857 Herman Au, Coloma map 
show the Methodist Church location on Sacramento Street, on the 
Methodist Episcopal Parsonage property. Additional notation on this 
map records that the property was acquired by Chalmers and that this 
building was torn down. (Source: Calif. State Parks - Notes from Ranger 


Sederquist’s conversations with residents). 
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There is no deed recorded with the El Dorado County Recorder Clerk 
showing Chalmers owning this property, but he did own the adjacent 
lot. He certainly could have acquired the building for demolition 
although no records have been located. 
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Interesting cooperation between the denominations is found in the 
Mountain Democrat issue of Feb. 21,1857 “On Feb. 22, 1857, the Rev. 
MacDonald of the Episcopal Church of Coloma will perform divine 
service in the Methodist Church of this City, tomorrow evening, at 7.” 


1858 Photo of Coloma courtesy of Western Mining History and Online 
California Archives. 


Bottom left, facing Sacramento Street is the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and behind it the Methodist Episcopal Parsonage. Bordered on 
the bottom by the Placerville Trail and Toll Road. What is now known 
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as the Markham house and the l. O. O. F. hall are also visible. These 
landmark structures remain standing today allowing the location of the 
Methodist property to be placed next to the Chalmers lots. 


Tux New Metuopist CHURCH tn COLOMA. 
The Coloma Times, of Jan. 22d, says: 

The Methodist Episcopal Church, recently 
erected by the citizens of this place, was dedi- 
cated, on Sunday last, by the Rev. E. Thomas, 
of San Francisco. It is a very neat and spa- 
cious building, and has cost 51,600; its cost, 
however, when the belifry and some few other 
additions are put on, will be about 2,000. 
The building committee had collected and paid 
about $1,200, leaving a balance of $400 to be 
provided for on the day of dedication; which, 
we are glad to state, was cheerfully raised by 
the congregation there assembled. This is th 
fifth church which has been built in Coloma, 
and, we believe, is the only one which is out 
of debt. The Methodists were the first de- 
nomination to have preaching in this place, 
they having had a representative preacher 
here—the Rev. Isaac Owen—as early as 1849. 29 


Description of the new Methodist Episcopal Church 


January 25, 1859 


While no records show the date of the Methodist parsonage 
construction, the churches construction appears to be in late 
1858. By 1861, Wm. N. Smith, Pastor, is recorded living at the 
Methodist Episcopal Parsonage. Pastor Smith reported in 1861 
that the church needed repairs estimated at a cost of S500. 00.8 
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The 1862 Directory of the City of Placerville, Coloma section. 
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Methodist Episcopal Church, organized by Rev. Isaac Owen, in 
1850, Services every Sabbath, by the Pastor Rev. W.N. Smith. 
Located on the East side of Sacramento Street. 


The Methodist Episcopal Church became dilapidated in 1863, and the 
Methodists, like the Baptists before, held services in the |.0.0.F. Hall for 
some years. Churches of El Dorado County. 


Description of Church & Parsonage 1859-72 and list of pastors. 


Lists abandonment of second church in 1863 and the Methodists 
Holding service jn the J. O. O. F. Hall. 
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1859. R. W. Williamson was retained, and under him the par- 
sonage was improved, though a small debt remained to be paid. 

1860, B. F. Meyers and Benjamin Fish served the Church. 

1861. Wm. N. Smith was pastor. The church at that time was 
said to need repairs which would amount to $500. 

1863. Benjamin Fish, pastor. As the church had become too 


ely T ee te hort time. ad 


During the 1928 dedication of the bronze Memorial Tablet at the 
Emmanuel Church on Church Street, the Methodist archivist states the 
both the Methodists and Episcopalians were jointly utilizing the 
Emmanuel church sometime in 1870. 
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THE MEMORIAL TABLET 


The tablet is the gift of the California Annual Conference 
of the Methodist Church. Conference Committee: Rev, Frank 
K. Baker, Rev, C. A. Richardson, Rev, W. 8. Matthew, 


1 7 3 


COLOMA METHODIST CHURCH 


First pastor, Elihu Anthony—1849. 

Church organized--1850, Warren Oliver, pastor, 

Principal point of a circuit including Diamond Springs, 
Cold Springs, Uniontown and Coloma in 1855. 

In 1866 Coloma was made a part of Georgetown-Coloma 
eireuit. 

In 1918 the name was changed to “Placerville Circuit” and 
ministers of Placerville Methodist Church served as pastors. 

Since the federation of the Methodist and Presbyterian 
churches of Placerville in 1927, the Church has been served by 
ministers of the El Dorado County Federated Church. 


THE CHURCH BUILDING 


Erected in 1855 -by the Episcopalians e 
Became the property of the Methodist Chureh an extensive. 


repairs made in 1921. 
Used by both Episcopalians and Methodists since 1870. 
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INSTALLATION 
SERVICED 
MEMORIAL 
TABLET 


IN HONOR OF METHODIST PIONEERS 
U 


BMMANUBL CHURCH 


COLOMA, CALIFORNIA 
Sunday Afternoon, June 24, 1928 
3:30. o'clock 


Mountain Democrat, The (Placerville, California) 


1873 „ February „ 8 


Methodist Church, Coloma -lluuse and lot L alde 
| Of Pacrauncolo street, Culowa, | 
Pla huol tax — U— 22 * +ò e+ eee + 
| tusis 8 8 „ z >i 


On Feb. 8t", 1873, the Mt. Democrat lists the Methodist Episcopal 
Church property for lien sale due to past due taxes. The Circuit 
Parsonage had been transferred to Georgetown by this time. 
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The 1873 California Methodist Conference in San Francisco reports the 
Georgetown and Coloma circuit as having twenty-three members. The 
members in the circuit never exceeded thirty-one until after 1900 with 
the majority being in Georgetown.*° 


With the Town now officially surveyed, the Methodist Episcopal church 
and parsonage lot was officially recorded on Lot 9, Block 13. It was still 
located with 75’ facing Sacramento Street and 350’ on each side ending 
in a 50’ wide boundary line in the rear of the lot toward Placerville. 
Modern maps show the consolidation with the adjacent lot then owned 
by Thomas. The church itself had ceased to be in use since 1870 as the 
Methodists were jointly using the Emmanuel church. 
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In 1879 Sam Brockway purchased the old Methodist Church property at 
a lien sale from El Dorado County.s6 
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On Feb. 5, 1881, Sam Brockway sells the old Methodist Episcopal 
Church and Parsonage lot to Joe Thomas. 


Successive sales of the property have been recorded with the most 
recent purchase by Douglas Hus. He started construction of a new 

home on the old Methodist church and parsonage property in early 
2023. 


The famous poet Edwin Markam came to Coloma in 1882 as a public- 
school teacher. During his time in Coloma, his friendship with James 
Marshall, a trustee for the Coloma Methodist Church, and A. J Nelson, 
the presiding Elder for the El Dorado County circuit, renewed his 
interest in becoming a minister. Shortly after moving to Placerville 
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Edwin Markham became a licensed Methodist preacher. There is no 
record of Markham having performed a church service in Coloma.s8 
Edwin did however teach Sunday school in Coloma as referenced in the 
obituary of Andrew Monroes? 


zy sheerest pluck and perseverance | 
Mr. Monroe made a place for himself 
and family in this community, taking 
a keen interest in any movement for 
the publie good, and helping in any 
way he could. He was reliable; he was 
a Bible student of worth; the first 


task he set for himself on reaching 


l 


California was to learn to read and 


write, studying at night when his 
dav's work was done, apd in time he 
was a nember of the Bible elass 
taught by Charles Edwin Markham in 
our union Sunday-school at old Eman- 
nel church. He was a member of the 
Methodist chureh at his old home in 


Missouri. but of late years has been 


interested in the Seventh Day Advent- 
i 


ist church, feeling their teachings 


were more in harmony with his view 9 


In the month of March 1921, a public meeting was held to discuss the 
transfer of the Emmanuel Episcopal Church and the lot upon which it 
sat to the Methodist Episcopal Church. This meeting and the 
subsequent transfers of the Emmanuel Episcopal Church and lot to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church is thoroughly documented in the following 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church chapter. 
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Map overlay 1857 to a 2022 Google GIS Map showing the Methodist 
Episcopal Church and Parsonage location prior to 1870 


Chapter 3 


Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
1856 - 1921 
Emmanuel Methodist Episcopal Church 
1921 - 1969 


Emmanuel Episcopal Church Timeline 


1855 
e Bishop Kip along with Jenny Wimmer and others meet prospective 
parishioners in Coloma. 
e Bishop Kip preaches the first Episcopal Sermon in the Court House 
and baptized the first child in Coloma. 
e Emmanuel Episcopal church is erected. 
e Purchase of the main church lot from the Nichols family. 


1856 
e Reverend James Capen arrives in Coloma and stayed a few months 
before being replaced by the Reverend D. F. MacDonald. Bishop 
Kip visits Coloma and the newly completed church. 
e Reverend MacDonald published book of sermons to raise money 
for the Emmanuel church. 


1857 
e An extension of the Emmanuel Episcopal church lot is sold by the 
Wimmer family to Emmanuel Episcopal Church for $50.00. 
e Reverend MacDonald is reassigned to Stockton Circuit leaving the 
Emmanuel Episcopal church without a pastor. 


1858 


e The Vestry of the Emmanuel church votes to sell the Emmanuel 
church. The cost to construct was $7000.00. 
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e Rev. MacDonald published the book “Moral Law” with proceeds to 
go towards Emmanuels debt. 


1859 
e The Vestry of the Emmanuel church reports that Bishop Kip has 
arranged to pay off the remaining construction debt of the 
Emmanuel church. 


1861 
e Reverend C.C. Peirce arrives in Placerville and preaches in Coloma 
and twenty other locations. 


1870 
e Methodist Episcopal church is sharing use of the Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church in Coloma with the Rev. Peirce and the Episcopal 
Church after abandoning the use of the Coloma l. O. O. F. Hall. 


1873 
e Emmanuel Episcopal Church is listed on the lien sale list for past 
due taxes by El Dorado County. 
e Emmanuel Episcopal church is shown on an official survey map on 
property belonging to Robert Chalmers. 


1881 
e Robert Chalmers dies, and many of his properties are repossessed 
by the Stockton Building and Loan Association. 


1890 
e Stockton Building and Loan Association sells the Chalmers 
properties to Oscar Osborn. 
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1901 
e Albert Norris purchases the Oscar Osborn property. 


1903 


e Reverend Peirce dies after over forty years of service to El Dorado 
County Episcopal Churches including Coloma. 


1904 


e Native Sons of the Golden West attempts to refurbish the 
Emmanuel church. 


1921 


e The Norris family deeds the Emmanuel Episcopal Church lot to the 
Methodist Episcopal church. 


e Bishop Moreland of the Episcopal Church diocese of Sacramento 
deeds the Emmanuel Episcopal Church building to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church with stipulations. 

e Emmanuel Episcopal Church name is changed to the Emmanuel 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 


1923 


e Bishop Moreland holds service in Coloma to mark the annual 
pilgrimage to the Emmanuel in memory of the founding pioneers. 


1928 


e Methodist Episcopal Church installs a memorial tablet honoring 
the shared use of the Emmanuel church from 1870 till 1928. 


1939 


e Memorial table is installed honoring Reverend C. C. Pierce for his 
forty plus years of service to the Emmanuel Church (1861-1903). 
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1969 
e Emmanuel Methodist Church is donated to the State of California. 


Partial list of Episcopal church clergy that officiated at the Emmanuel 
Church in Coloma. 


Bishop Kip, 1855-56 

Reverend Capen, 1856 

Reverend MacDonald, 1856 - 1857 

Reverend Peirce, 1861 - 1903 

Bishop J. H. D. Wingfield, probable but not well documented 
Bishop Moreland, 1921 and 1923 

Archdeacon Barr Lee, 1919 and 1921! 
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Emmanuel Episcopal Church 1856 - 1921 


Emmanuel Methodist Episcopal Church 1921 - 1969 


“We hope to have erected ina short time a Methodist and Episcopal 
church.” Empire Argus December 16, 1854, 7 
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“A plan was taken to erect a Church, subscriptions commenced, a plan 
had been adopted and the building commenced.” Bishop Kip.“ 


Bishop Kip? 
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The Rt. Rev. W. 1. Kip, Bishop of the Episcopal | 
Church, will preach in the court room, morning | 
and evening, Sunday, May 13. Morning service. | ; 
101¢ A. M.; evening service, 714 P. II. : 

l 
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6 May 120, 1855 


The Rt. Rev W. I. Kip, of the P. Episcopal 
Church, preached at the Court House last Sabbath. 
Large and attentive andiences listened to his clo- 
quent and instructive discourses. We hope to have 
the pleasure of hearing the Bishop oftea, and in 
this we are not alone. 

7 


May 17, 1855 


In January 1855 Bishop Kip met with Jenny Wimmer and others, being 
escorted by Mr. George Searle around the town meeting perspective 
parishioners. The Wednesday of his visit, the 24" of January the Bishop 
Kip Preached in the Coloma Court House and baptized an infant.® 


“Kip’s visit to Coloma as an Episcopal priest was another first for 
the area. “Now and then, some wandering Methodists came, but 
they were generally so illiterate that the congregation could not 
listen to them with patience,” he wrote. He found interested 
members of his denomination who immediately took up a 
subscription to build a church.” Judith Robinson (great 
granddaughter of the Rev. Kip), Gold Rush to Millennium.? 
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The Empire Argus reported on the construction and funding of the 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church during the year of 1855. 


a0 March 24, 1855 


September 1855, first Deed for the Emmanuel Church lot from 
Stephen N. and Ester Nichols owners of the Nichols Hotel. This lot 
measured 180’ x 140’. 


R. The Fair of the dies’ | 
nected with Emmanuel Church, ail 

and Saturday evenings of last week, 
p by many people who felt liber 
as will be believed, when we state 
pts amounted to $1,300. 
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October 13, 1855 


“Between the completion of the Emmanuel in June of 1855 and 
January 1856, the first minister arrived in Coloma, Revered James 
Capen, a missionary and former Baptist Minister. Reverend Capen 
only stayed a few months until returning to Oakland.” 13 


“Reverend D.F. MacDonald soon arrived and stayed for more than 
a year, until 1859 when sent to Stockton leaving the 
Placerville/Coloma parish without a Reverend“. “ 


“May 11, 1856, the first object which greeting my sight as we 
entered town, was the little Church that had been built since my 
last visit”. Bishop Kip, Early Days of My Episcopate.'? 
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Modern photo of Emmanuel Church taken from Cold Springs Rd. 
known as Sacramento Road in the 1850’s.*° 


On Nov. 6, 1856, there was held a Special Convention of the California 
Missionary Episcopal Diocese of California in San Francisco. Those 
attending from the Coloma Emmanuel Church were George Searle, P. B. 
Fox, and H.W. Miller, all Coloma residents. 
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Notice. 


ERSONS wishing to rent seats or slips in the Episco- 

pal Church, are notified that such renting wil take 
place at the Church on Saturday, 15th inst, at? P, U. 
Coloma, March 8, 56. 15-2t 
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As part of the fundraising efforts to retire the construction debt of the 
Emmanuel church was rental of seats or an entire pew. No records of 
this seat rental being successful have been located. 


There was a cooperation between the Methodist Church and the 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church as reported in the Mt. Democrat, February 
21,1857. “The Rev. MacDonald of the Episcopal Church of Coloma will 
perform divine service in the Methodist Church of this City, tomorrow 
evening, at 7”. 


On March 14, 1857, a portion, or an extension to the lot upon which 
the Emmanuel church was constructed is officially sold by the Wimmers 
to the Emmanuel Church for the sum of $50.00. The addition of this 
180’ X 22’ section can only be speculation as if this addition were to 
widen the lot, a lot line adjustment or for some other reason. 
Hopefully, new documents will surface that address this issue. 
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As of May 1859, Reverend D. F. MacDonald had left Coloma for the 


Stockton circuit. Prior to his leaving El Dorado County he published the 


book Moral Law: A Series of Practical Sermons of the Ten 
Commandments with proceeds to benefit the Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church in Coloma. The book originally sold for $2.00. There are no 


records as to the amount of money that was raised from the sales of 


this book. 
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THE 


MORAL LAW: 


Da SERIES OF 


PRACTICAL SERMONS 


Tue only object the writer of this book had in getting the following 
sermons printed, was to raise money to pay a church debt, He knows 
full well that they are very ordinary productions ; and that they are noth- 
ing in sum and substance but what the reader may find in any writer upon 
the law. They were prepared in a hurry—so the reader will read and 


examine in charity, 
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The Reverend D. F. Macdonald, Kips first ordinand who served at 
Coloma, in 1858 elucidated for the Illustrated London News what 
troubles Kip faced in his fledgling diocese: 


“He had “to conciliate many clashing and unruly elements...unite a 
mixed, excitable and restless population; bring the Gospel again to 
hosts of revolted and insubordinate Christians, many of whom think it 
the very essence of freedom is to cast aside the most ordinary restraints 
of religion.... Although now entirely cut off from his old associations and 
many of his former pursuits, and although now encompassed by 
difficulties of no ordinary kind, yet neither are his energies nor courage 
in any degree abated; but, like his Lord and Master of old, he goes out 
into the wilderness (and this is indeed a very hot and dusty one) to sow 
the good seed beside many waters.“ 


On June 15th, 1858, Bishop Kip reports the Vestry voted to sell the 
Emmanuel Church. Through his efforts and those of the parishioners of 
the Emmanuel the church, however, was never sold and remained in 
use. 
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"News from the Pacific.” 


Letter from Bishop Rip. 
San Francisco, | 
June 15, 1858, 
My Dear Da.: 

I returned last night from the mountains, tired out, and this 
morning received your letter, As I leave in a couple of days 
again for Stockton, I must write now, 

At present the whole state is perfectly paralyzed The 
Frazer mines (in British Possessions) have acted like insanity 
on the people, It is estimated 3000 persons a week leave 
this port for the north, Some of the mining towns are almost 
entirely depopulated, When at Coloma, last Sunday, the 
vestry passed a resolution to close the church, and suffer it to 
be sold for $2000 of debt (it cost $7000), out of pure discour. 
agement, from the exodus from the town, I interfered to help 
them from hore, and to carry them along for tho present till 
this storm be overpast—I trust I may succeed. Itis estimated 
50,000 people will leave the State in the next 90 days, Such 
are the uncertainties of a gold country, What am I to do to 
found a church in this whirlwind ? 
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Report from the Journal of the Ninth Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of California, May 1859, thanking Bishop Kip for saving 


the Emmanuel Church. 


53 


EL DORADO OOUN TY. 


Emmanuel Church Coloma: Vacan 
: acant. 
N Senior W 5 —(Reported by the 


Baptisms : 
L aran : ea ae ahah 16, total 20, Communicants: removed 4 
G tees? unerals 7. Holy Communion: 1 K Teat 
* L ries purposes, $1,590 00 n 
as the Wardens of Emmanuel Ch 
33 urch, Colo i 
. re Si grease 1 acknowledging the exceedin obligations thief < bis 
ps Reape eee 4 m It would be out of place her- to detail the ws sekn 
8 ave conspired within the last year or two to di 3 
. rat a to entail upon us extreme weakness in o vraw 
F a that nothing which the Char eh could legiti mabe do 
3 districts in this — eee ee ae lone peculiar to 
ple „this « ; b change o 
a one raar asa Church. When in extreme deen 72 8 
e extinguished of preserving our Church from ele fora deio 


tions we a i i 
re under to him, we will always hold the discharge of the latter not 
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The 1860 Federal census lists the white population of Coloma as 1052. 
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The Rev. C. C Peirce arrives in 1861 in Placerville and begins preaching 
in El Dorado County, including the Emmanuel Episcopal Church in 
Coloma as one of up to twenty-one locations in El Dorado County up 
until the year of his death in 1903. His life’s work and dedication to the 
people of El Dorado County is detailed in the 1903 book, The Life and 
Work of the Reverend C. C. Peirce by Charles Elmer Upton. 


The 1861 Mt. Democrat’s listings for Churches shows Rev. C. C. Peirce 
holding services in Placerville and Coloma on the first and third Sundays 
of the month. 


The Reverend Charles Caleb Peirce 
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In 1862 the Protestant Episcopal Church minutes Reverend C.C. Pierce 
reports “that services were held in the Emmanuel Episcopal Church on 
the first and third Sunday evenings of each month with regular 
attendance of twenty to fifty. We hope to see this beautiful Church 
building, the only one that we have in this County as yet filled with as in 
former years by a zealous congregation.”~4 


1862 Directory of the City of Placerville, Coloma section. 


E 
EICHELROTH W., physician and surgeon, n. s. Main st. 
ENGLEBRECHT P., billiard salvon, north side Maiu street, 
Episcopal Church, south side Church street. 


23 1862 Placerville City Guide, Coloma Section, page 11. “Three 
quite good churches buildings, occupied by M.E. Church, the 
Episcopalian Church, and the Catholic. Church. Emmanuel Church 
(Episcopalian,) organized Sept. 15, 1856, Rev. C. C. Peirce Pastor. 


CHURCHES. 


Emannuel Church, (Episcopalian, ) organized Sept. 15th, 1856— 
Rev. C. .C Peirce, Pastor. 
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EL DORADO COUNTY. B 


wb le 
Lhe Church of our Saviour, Placerville ; Emmanuel Church, Coloma ; 
El Dorado Diamond Springs; Smiths Flat; Georgetown ; Rose 
Springs. . The Rev. C. C. Peirce, Missionary. 


| During the year ending March 31st, 1864, Services have been held 
at Placerville: on Sundays, 55; other days, 8 times. At Coloma: on 
Sundays, 21; other days, 3 times. At El Dorado, on Sundays, 22 
times. At Diamond Springs: on Sundays, 22 times; on week-day, | 
once. At Smith’s Flat, 39 times on Thursday evenings. At George- 
‘town, 5 times on Tuesday evenings. At Rose Springs, 3 times on d 
Thursday evenings. Total: Sundays, 120; other days, 59 times. 

Communion, 17 times. Marriages, 12. Baptisms: adults, 2; in- | 
fants, 24; total, 26. Funerals, 25. Communicants, 50 in all tbe f 
county. 

In December last, Services were commenced at Georgetown, a 
pleasant mountain town, fifteen miles north of Placerville. There is 
no member of our Church in the place, and but very few who have 
attended before —- yet quite large and attentive congregations gather. 

t present, I officiate once in four weeks. 

In February, I began at Rose Springs, about ten miles westward of 


Placerville. It is one of the finest rural neighborhoods in the county. 

Although many of the congregation have to come some distance, and 

most have been entirely strangers to onr Church, the attendance is 

comparatively large. We continue to meet here every three weeks. ; 

In these, as in other places I have found a friendly and hospitable j 
| welcome. 

Christmas Services for children were held in all the towns. This 
(was a novelty to most. Much interest was manifested in them, and the. 
effect has been excellent. Children's Easter Services were also held 
fin some of the places. 

IT have found the circulation of our Church literature very useful in 
awakening and keeping up interest. Some seven hundred copies of 
Papers and Magazines for children, and others, are distributed regu- 
larly each month. j ; th 


k Drz — 
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From the 1863 Report on the Episcopal Methodist Churches in E Dorado 
County. Copied from the Proceedings of the Ninth Covention of the 


Prodestant Episcopal Church, May, 1859. As originally published in The 
Life and Work of the Reverend C. C. Peirce. 
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he mountain Democrat. [volume], February 07, 1863, 


The 1870 Federal census lists the White population in Coloma as 663. A 


ten-year loss of 559 people. 


The most common recollection of the Rev. Peirce is that he always 
greeted people with the same saying “A model day for a pilgrim.”2° 


As of 1870 The Methodists are found sharing the use of the Emmanuel 


Episcopal Church, abandoning their use and interest in the Coloma 


IOOF Hall. This was documented in the 1928 “Installation Celebration of 


the dedication of the “Memorial Tablet in Honor of the Methodist 
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Pioneers” at Emmanuel church highlighted the joint use by the 
Methodist and Episcopalians in 1870. This plaque was reportedly stored 
at the University of the Pacific of Stockton’s archives and transferred to 
the Methodist Archives in Berkeley, CA. 


Unfortunately, a search of both locations in June of 2024 was not able 
to locate the missing brass tablet. According to Dr. Stephen Yale the 
tablet was most likely removed from the collection sometime between 
1976 and 2006 and discarded. 
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THE MEMORIAL TABLET 


The tablet is the gift of the California Annual Conference 
of the Methodist Church. Conference Committee: Rev, Frank 
K. Baker, Rev, C. A, Richardson, Rev, W. S. Matthew. 


Lt 


COLOMA METHODIST CHURCH 


First pastor, Elihu Anthony—1849, 

Church organized---1850, Warren Oliver, pastor, 

Principal point of a circuit including Diamond Springs, 
Cold Springs, Uniontown and Coloma in 1855. 

In 1866 Coloma was made a part of Georgetown-Coloma 
circuit, 

In 1918 the name was changed to “Placerville Circuit” and 
ministers of Placerville Methodist Church served as pastors. 

Since the federation of the Methodist and Presbyterian 
churches of Placerville in 1927, the Church has been served by 
ministers of the El Dorado County Federated Church. 


THE CHURCH BUILDING 


Erected in 1855 by the Episcopalians. 
Became the property of the Methodist Chureh and extensive 
repairs made in 1921. i 
Used by both Episcopalians and Methodists since 1870. 


Tln) 
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INSTALLATION 
SERVICE 
MEMORIAL 

TABLET | 


IN HONOR OF METHODIST PIONEERS 


IN 


EMMANUEL CHURCH 


COLOMA, CALIFORNIA 
Sunday Afternoon, June 24, 1928 
3:30 o'clock 


In February 1873, the Emmanuel Church is reported delinquent on 
taxes and listed to be sold by El Dorado County at a lien sale. 


Mountain Democrat, The (Placerville, California) 


1873 > February > 8 


* Spec al sbooltax . > . 20 alo tm 
| Costs b S e j 27 40 sln 

F. is «pal Church, Coli ma—~Houre and lot T side | Costs, 
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George Johnson wrote that during the offical August 16* 1873 El 
Dorado County survey of the Town of Coloma, no one from the Church 
was present to claim the Emmanuel Episcopal Church. As no one 
showed up to claim the parcel or post past due taxes the land was 
subsequently claimed by Robert Chalmers. 3° The logbook of Judge on 
page 98 of the official 1873 El Dorado County survey of Coloma shows 
exactly that, one lot that includes the Emmanuel Church, with that 
parcel being lot 14 in block 7. 


110 


31 


If any person or group had contested this deed it would have been 
noted by Judge Irwin as is found in various other transactions found in 
Judge Irwin’s logbook as page 94 illustrates. 
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The Weimer place is between the two ditches the Stearns or Greenhorn Ditch and the McDougall 
or Shanghai Ditch. I he house on the place was built by Weimer in the 50s. On the lower part of 
the place there was once a house belonging to Bodfish, miner and Bodfish. Ir lawyer. P. L. 

Weimer was one of the companions of Marshell at the time of the Gold Discovery, his wife being 


the cook for the mill hands, Weimer planted the first fruit wees in Coloma, probably the first in 
the mining region. During the early 60s the Wimer family left Coloma and Ezra M. Smith, 
generally known as “Cow Smith” bought the place and made it into one of the best places in the 
county. Ile called it “Pioneer Gardens.” Smith sold out to O.W. Osborn and Joe Blundell (about 
1879), They ran the place until the death of Joc Blundeil in 1900. Osborn for many years peddled 
fruit and vegetables in Placerville where he built up a good trade. IN 1902 or 1903 Osborn sold 

to Albert Norris who died in 1912. Mrs. Norris sold to H. Metcalf in 1920. About 1891, Osborn 
and Blundell added the Plant ot to their ranch. This was a tract between the 2 churches. It 
helonged first to a Swede who sold to H. T. Plant, Coloma theatre man about 1860. 
Afterwards Chalmers go the place and raised grapes on it. After the townsite of Coloma was 
surveyed and lots deeded to occupants, the Episcopal Church also fell to Chalmers by default, 
after 1873. Many years after Osborn deeded church and lot to J. Price, A. Mahler and Thomas, 2 
trustees which deed was held to be illegal. In 1921, Mrs. Ella Norris ceeded the church to the 
Methodists who who still own it. Another part of the property is the lot occupied by the Thos. 
Money house. This was a lot owned by Henry Pierce who had a good house on it. Chalmers al: 
got the Pierce lot and tore down the house in the late 70s, sometimes in the 70s after Pierce ha 
gone. Mr. Morris lived in the Pierce house about 1921-23 T. Money got the lot and built a hov 


on it, now occupied by the Metcalf family. 
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No lien sale for the Emmanuel church has been found in the El Dorado 
County Recorders /Clerks office records that would indicate how the 
Emmanuel church property was combined with the surrounding 
Chalmers property into Lot 14 of Block 7. Why during the El Dorado 
County official land survey in 1873 the Emmanuel Church was placed 
in/on Lot 14, Block 7 and not listed as its own lot as the original deed 
from the Nichols and Wimmer families would indicate can only be 
speculation. However, Robert Chalmers had previously purchased the 
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Wimmer and Merrill properties that surrounded the Emmanuel Church 
and these were then included in the area plotted onto Lots 14 and 15, 
Block 7 during the same 1873 survey. 


We also find that Robert Chalmers was at the time one of the 
wealthiest men in town and a Commissioner of the Methodist primary 
school and a Trustee of the Methodist church. Chalmers certainly could 
have paid off the church tax debt. The Methodists had been jointly 
using the Emmanuel church with Episcopals since 1870. 
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Wimmer deed to Robert Chalmers 


Judge Oliver Merrill to Robert Chalmers 


On September 7t", 1873, Robert Chalmers lands were recorded in the El 
Dorado County Assessors book to have been deeded both Lot 14 and 
15 in Block 7. This deed appears to include Emmanuel Church. 
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1873 County Survey Map showing Lot 14, Block 7, that includes the 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church. 


After the death of Robert Chalmers in 1881, the Stockton Building and 
Loan Association, the bank that held the notes for most of the Chalmers 
properties receives Lot 14 & 15, Block 7, which included the Emmanuel 
Church during a Probate court hearing in El Dorado County, this was 
awarded in lieu of payment for past due mortgages. 


The Stockton Building and Loan Association held these properties until 
a sale to Oscar Osborne that occurred in May 1890. 
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1873 During the official survey of Coloma the church is located within 
Lot 14, Block 7 and, not given its own lot number. This coincides with 
George Johnson comments. 


Mountain Democrat, The (Placerville, California) 


1883 > February 24 


number three block number thirteen town 
of Coloma, valued $20, improvements #0. 
x taxes: and S ²³˙ CERO ̃ĩ˙—xA ROE CS 4 75 


No. 318—Against Stockton Building «„ Loau 
= an Association and the interest iu ee * of 


lots numbers 1 aud 2in block 14, lota 1 
amd 3 in block 12, lots 14 and 15 in block - 

7, all of said lota being in the town of 
Coloma, (exvepting therefrom 16 atid 18 

100 acres deedi to other parties and apec- 

Atmel in the mo ) in all containing 

180 acres, and known as the Chalmers 
orchard and vineyard, and the improve- 
ments thereon, created by a mortgage 

given pik TT lard 7th 1574, by BE Chalmers 

to the California Savings and Loan Axso- 
ciation and now held by the Stockton 
Building and Loan Aasoctation, Recorded 

in Book I of mortgages, page 341, valued 
F500, tres and CWR. W 146 83 
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After the 1873 survey the Emmanuel Episcopal church was never again 
listed for being in arrears for taxes. Lot 14, Block 7 after the death of 
Robert Chalmers was however periodically listed in arrears until its 
purchase by Oscar Osborn. 
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May 29, 1890, Purchase of Lots 14 and 15 by Oscar Osborn. 
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Pearly Monroe relates in the 1959-61 California Revealed audio tape, 
Coloma and Reverend Pierce, Pearlman Monroe, that he was hired in 
1890 by the Reverend Peirce to clean the Emmanuel church prior to 


services.?” 


Rather than describe the property as Lot 14 Block 7 as when acquired 


by Oscar Osborn in 1890 during probate court, the lot was 


professionally surveyed prior to sale by the Stockton Building and Loan 
Association. However, when plotted onto the map of Church Street it is 
the same as Lot 14 Block 7 as shown on the map below leaving no 
doubt to properties owned by Robert Chalmers prior to his death. 


O. W. Osborn Deed for Lot 14 Block 7 in 1890 
El Dorado Coun! 


Deeds Book 55 Page 300 


Metes and Bounds from deed plotted using 
ArcGIS Pro. 
Point of beginning placed using ‘high 
resolution LIDAR. 
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It had been reported that Oscar Osborn in 1901 deeded the property to 
Trustees of Emmanuel Episcopal Church but deemed illegal. This was 
found in George Johnson's notes in the MGDSHP library. No official 
records of this transaction have been located. 


41” Bancroft” map showing Osborn property that includes the Emmanuel 
Church. 
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July 1901, Rev. Peirce to hold service at the Emmanuel Church in 
Coloma continuing his forty-year tradition. 
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On May 13, 1901, Albert Norris purchased the old Chalmers property 
consisting of Lots 14 & 15, Block 7, which included the Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church from Oscar Osborn. The description of this property is 
identical to that of the land pervious described and owned by Robert 
Chalmers, and the Stockton Building and Loan Association. 
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After the death of Reverend C. C. Peirce in 1903 the Episcopalians did 
not provide a minister for years of 1905 to 1907. Then sporadically 
there were some pastors from the Placerville Church of Our Savior 
Episcopal Church, gradually abandoning the El Dorado County circuit 
including the Emmanuel Church in Coloma.” Although the Episcopal 
Church also continued sporadically to use the Emmanuel Church after 
the death of Rev. C. C. Peirce in 1903 their use was not well 
documented. 


With the death of Rev. Peirce and the lack of consistent pastors from 
the Methodists the Emmanuel was again in decay. In December of 
1904, the Placerville chapter of the Native Sons of the Golden West 
voted to raise money and restore the semi- vacant Emmanuel Church, 
but due to the recent Norris purchase of the Osborn properties the title 
of the property was still not well documented. The discussions 
regarding its historic value as a church and public venue as reported in 
the local newspaper.“ 


NATIVE SONS TAKE | 
STEPS IN THE MATTER 


Twenty-five Doliars Voted By 
Them -- Technicalities Pre- 
vent Its Immediate Use. 
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A moment looking to the preserva- 
tion of one of the old landmarks at 
Coloma—the old Protestant church—is 
on foot, and when legal matters are 
straightened out it is probable that a 
considerable fund will be raised for the 
repair and rehabilitation of the old 
edifice. 


The church is one of the few orig- 
inal buildings of the town of Coloma 
which are standing today. Though 
originally built as an Episcopal Church 
it has been used by all of the Evange- 
lical churches that have held services 
at Coloma, On account of its histori- 
cal connection as well as its value to 
the present residents of Coloma, it is a 
desirable thing that it should be pre- 
served. 


The matter was brought up before 
Native Sons at their last meeting and 
a donation of $25 wes made with this 
endin view. Some legal points having 
relation to the titletothe church have 
been discoyered which will have to be 


adjusted before the money can be 


used. 
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The Native Sons of Placerville 
have appropriated $25 to start a 
fund for the repair and preserva- 
tion of the church at Coloma. It is 
one of the oldest buildings in the. 
county and is identified with the 
early history of Coloma and the 
gold discovery. It is also a con- 
venience to the people as a place of 
assemblage. 


On March 11, 1921, at a public meeting called by Ella Norris the topic 
was to discuss the donation and transfer of the Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church and lot to the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mentioned is the 
donation of the lot to the Episcopal Church by Robert Chalmers prior to 
the property acquisition by Oscar Osborn. Why this deed was not 
recorded by the Rev. Peirce, or the Diocese was not discussed. 


128 


a A publice meeting was called end | 
held at our old Episcopal church last 
la Wednesday evening to duscuss the | 
proposed plans of repair work. Those 


i] 
ne 
n. Present were Mr. Petersen, pastor of | 
s. the Methodist Church at Placerville, | 
„f Mr. and Mrs. E. Thole, Miss M. 


— Mrs. Bullard, Wm. Stearns, - 
to | Mrs. Norris, Miss Johnson, Robert 
E George Johnson. Several hymns 


* 

a were sung by Mr. Petersen, followed 

d by songs and chours. The history of 

to | Emanuel Church from the year of 
building, 1855, to the present time, 

Al was reviewed. The lot on which the | 

n church stands was donated by Robert 


Chalmers, a man closely identified 

h With El Dorado county history since 

1847. Some vears after his death in 
d. the 80's, that parcel of his land con- 
* taining the church lot was sold to Os- ' 
eer Osborn, another pioneer, who dis- 1 
covered there ws no record of a deed s+ 
for the lot. He promptly made a ] 
o deed to the toyn of Coloma. Shortly 5 
before Mr. Osborn’s death about 1901 1 
he sold his property to the late Al- 
bert Norris, and it was then discov- c 
7 
L 


18 


ered the Osborn deed to the church 

lot also had a hoodoo on it. Mrs. 

Norris will now deed the lot to the 

Methodist Church. It is estimated t 
the cost of repairs will be in the 3 
neighborhood of $1000. The Method- 1 
ist Church will advance $200, the re- t 
mainder to be met by the public in- 
terested: and so passes into history 1 
Emanuel Church of pioneer fame. + 
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Discussion of the donation of the Emmanuel Episcopal church lot by 
Robert Chalmers and the attempt of Oscar Osborn to also donate the 
lot to the Episcopal diocese. 
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A follow up to the article reporting the community meeting in Coloma 
to discuss the donation of the Emmanuel Episcopal Church to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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As a firsthand account of the Emmanuel Church’s joint use by Episcopal 
and Methodist Episcopal Churches for over fifty years. The author 
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states the Rev. C.C Peirce served the Emmanuel Episcopal Church until 
1903. The letter to the editor signed P.A.M., or Pearly Almirah Monroe 
a well-known and respected citizen of Coloma. 


On April 12th, 1921, A resolution by Bishop Moreland of the Episcopal 
Church diocese of Sacramento acknowledging the joint use of the 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church for 
over fifty years, deeding the Emmanuel Episcopal Church building to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church with stipulations that the Episcopal 
Church be allowed periodic use of the building. 


Partial page one of original transfer document, 
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Transcript of April 12th, 1921, Transfer of Emmanuel Church Building 
to Methodist Episcopal Church. 


This agreement made by the Methodist Episcopal Church of Coloma 
California, by its Trustees, officers with William Hill Moreland, Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Diocese of Sacramento 
witnesses whereof a protestant church organization existed in Coloma, 
County of El Dorado, State of California, and built a church building 
known and called the “Emmanuel Church” about the year 1856 an used 
the same building for several years as a place of worship and whereas 
later the county seat was moved away from Coloma and the local 
membership of said church become reduced in numbers & scattered, 
with offering that said church had been constructed on public land of 
the United States & later the title of said church lot being acquired by 
private individuals, and whereas by common consent said church 
building was used by the citizens of Coloma as a public hall, and a place 
of worship by various denominations & mainly by the members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church for approximately fifty years, the Episcopal 
Minister also officiated in said church occasionally ; and whereas said 
church building became much dilapidated and greatly out of repair and 
it became necessary that said building be restored and improved and 
made fit for use and said Methodist Episcopal denominations of 
Coloma being willing to undertake the restoration of said church 
bringing it to its early day conditions as near as may be with the 
assistance of said friends of old historic church building on condition 
that the legal title to said church building and the lot of land on which 
it stands be conveyed to said Methodist Episcopal Church or trustee or 
proper officers of said church in Coloma California and in pursuance of 
said common purpose. And by common consent the said church 
building and the lot of land on which it stands was on the 12th day of 
April 1921, conveyed by deed to said Methodist Episcopal Church of 
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Coloma, California by Ella M. Norris, then owing the legal title to the 
land on which said church building stands and where said Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Coloma with its trustees and officers recognizing 
the original builders of said church under Bishop Kip of California and 
his successors in office for the Diocese of Sacramento, Bishop William 
Hall Moreland of the Protestant Episcopal church and its members as 
having an earned affection for the old historic church and also recalling 
the long continuous and free use of said church building as a house of 
worship for many years and said church and its trustees and officers 
being desirous of showing our equitable spirit to said Bishop Moreland 
and his successors in office to the extent that the services of the 
Protestant Episcopal church may be conducted occasionally in said old 
Coloma church herein referred to; now therefore in consideration of 
the forgoing premises and the preferred assistance of said Bishop 
Moreland to aid in the restoration of said church building by lecture 
and religious services and by other financial aid of himself and friends 
towards said restoration fund. It is hereby stipulated and agreed that by 
the Methodist Episcopal church of Coloma, California, by its trustees 
and officers holding title and control of said church building and their 
successors in office that Bishop William Hall Moreland , and his 
successors in office of the Protestant Episcopal church of Diocese of 
Sacramento and other Episcopal Ministers as he may recommend or 
appoint may and shall have the right occasionally to hold services in the 
old church above described when not in use by the present owners of 
said church building by giving two weeks’ notice of a desire to hold such 
services to the proper officers or trustees of said Methodist Episcopal 
church. In witness where of we have caused to be signed here to the 
owners of said church building by its trustees and officers and our true 
names as trustees and officers of said church individually, this 16 day 
of May A.D. 1921. 
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Emmanuel Methodist Episcopal church of Coloma — by Kate C Bullard, 
Ella M. Norris, Albert Herzig, Joseph Hooper, Robt. Johnson, Leroy 
Thomas, N. N. Stearns Trustees. 


State of California, County of El Dorado 


On this day, 16th day of May 1921 before me- Chas A. Rasmusson, a 
Notary Public in and for the County of El Dorado personally appeared. 


Kate C. Bullard, Ella M. Norris, Albert Herzig, Joseph Hooper, Robt. 
Johnson, Leroy Thomas, N. N. Stearns known to me the persons whose 
names as subscribed to the within instrument and they duly 
acknowledged to me that they executed the same. In witness | have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal at my office in said 
County of El Dorado the day and year in this certificate first above 
written. Chas. A. Rasmusson Notary Public in and for the County of El 
Dorado, State of California My Commission expires Dec. 28, 1924. 


On April 14, 1921, the Emmanuel Episcopal church lot as a portion of 
Lot 14 Block 7 was deeded by Mrs. Norris the Methodist Episcopal 
Church as recorded in the El Dorado County recorder books of deeds. 
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The 1921 donation of the Emmanuel Episcopal Church and lot to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church generated much excitement in the 
community, raising funds”? for the repairs and for the 1922 celebratory 
events that were held with participants attending from throughout the 
state. During the celebrations, the Reverend C.C. Pierce was celebrated 
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for his forty plus years of service in Coloma to the Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church as well as the Methodist preachers who also used the 
Emmanuel Church since 1870. 


During the 1921 property transfer the Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
name was changed to the Emmanuel Methodist Episcopal Church. 


1921 May 16, the church building becomes the property of the 
Methodists, who in that year made extensive improvements. Since then, 
only the Methodists have held services there, the Federated Church of 
Placerville had furnished ministers. Will O. Upton. 1 


Regardless of the ownership status of the Emmanuel Episcopal church, 
the church building remained in use by the Episcopal Church under Rev. 
C.C. Peirce for over forty years from 1861 until his death in 1903 with a 
shared use by the Methodist Episcopal church from 1870 until the 1921 
transfer from Emmanual Episcopal Church to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 


The following newspaper articles are but a few that appeared statewide 
celebrating the transfer and partial reconstruction of the Emmanuel 
Church in Coloma. A search of the online California Digital Newspaper 
Collection yields dozens of reports of the planning, repairs, and of the 
dedication 
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for the church building. Built in 


and thereby so closely connected 
in sentiment with the stirring “days 
of '49,” it is of historic value and 
should be preserved as such, besides 
the fact that it is che only protestant 
church in a large part of the connty. 


ble. Rey. P. E. Petersen of Placer- | 
ville, is the pastor: Mrs. A. W. Mor- 
1's, treasurer of repair fund, and Rob- | 
ert Johnson, chairman of committee 
on repairs, and these with other local | 
workers would be gla 1 to receive sub- 
scriptions to add to the proceeds of 
the benefit on April 1, 1921. | 
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Window In Oldest Wood Chur 
In California Will Be Dedicate 


49 Services to Be Con- 
ducted in Churches 
at Capital 


“Parade of Beards” Big 
Feature of Events 
Yesterday 


SACRAMENTO, Max 27.—Resi- 
dents of Sacramento, and visitors, 
will leave by autornoblie tomorrow 
morning for Coloma, where gold was 
first discovered, to participate in one 
of the final incidents of the celebra- 
tion of the Days of '49-——dedication 
by Bishop William H. Moreland of 
a window in the oldest wooden 
church in California. 

The window is a memorial to Rev. 
C. C. Pierce, who traveled over El 
Dorado county for more than 40 
years as a missionary. The church 
is the old Emanuel Protestant Epis- 
copal church, erected in 1854 and 
used by the Episcopal church from 
1854 to 1910. The structure has 
been used by the Methodist church 
since 1870. 

Other services will be held in Sac- 


ramento churches. 
A + daan b Leena at the Mining Town 


— 
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Pioneer Coloma Church Again Is Consecrated 


N N * * N * * * * * RX * N * * * 


Two Congregations Now Make Use of Edifice 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * HK * N N * 


Oldtimers Tell of Early Days of Worship 


A fine tribute to Rev. Charles C. 
Pierce, who for 42 years wag a mis- 
sionary in El Dorado county, beloved 
by all with whom he came in contact, 
was paid by both bishops, At the 
conclusion of the service an offering 
was taken in an old mining pan, the 
proceeds of which are to be used in 
the construction of a memorial win- 
dow in the church for the beloved 
pastor, 

TWO CHURCHES LAUDED., 

Rev. Dawson of the Methodist 
church of Placerville was present and 
made a short talk, praising the spirit 
which permitted both congregations 
to use the church, 

Fntertainment for the visitors was 
furnished wholly by the residents of 
the little town, A committee con- 
sisting of the following had charge 
of entertainment and refreshments: 
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HISTORIC EDIFICE 
TO BECOME COLOMA’S 
00 CHURCH 


COLOMA (El Dorado Co.), May 20. 
Under an agreement drawn up be- 
tween the Trustees of the Coloma 
Methodist Church and the Episcopal 
Church, the historic old Protestant 
church here is created a community 
church, open to use by all church 
denominations. The church property 
title was clouded for half a century, 
but is now straightened out. 

The church building was construc- 
ed by the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in 1854, but due to the fact 
that the deeds were never aeknow!l- 
edged and recorded the title became 


vested in Mrs. Ella M. Norris of 
Coloma. 
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Reverend C. C. Peirce preached at the Emmanuel from 1861 to 1903, a 
span of over 42 years. 


This confusion over Emmanuel’s ownership was also detailed in the 
1921 public meetings held to discuss the donation of the Emmanuel 
Church to the Methodists as well the reminiscence of early residents. 
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The Emmanuel Episcopal church was used by the Episcopal diocese 
from 1854 to 1910. The Methodist Episcopal Church worshipped in the 
Emmanuel beginning in 1870. 


Beginning in 1914 the Federated Church of Placerville, under the Rev. 
John Winkley supplied Methodist various ministers for the Coloma 
Emmanuel church as there were no resident ministers. 


After the Rev. Winkley moved on the Rev. Rex Barron alternated 
Methodist services between Placerville and Coloma until sometime 
after 1940. 
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church, sppointing the Rev. Warren Oliver 
as regular pastor. A Methodist church was 


and away. The Episcopeti 
church suthoritics abandoned their work 
and gave the Methodists permission to use 
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This 1954 article from the Oakland Tribune’s “The Knave” section was 
written by John Winkley past Pastor of the Placerville Methodist 
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Episcopal Church from 1916-1921. He states the Episcopalians gave up 
their work and transferred the Church to the Methodist’s as reported 
elsewhere at the 1921 public meeting that was held to discuss the 
donation of the Emmanuel Church to the Methodists.*® 


The rebuilding of the Emmanuel Church was started in May 1921 with 
noted carpenter Philias Cote of Placerville as head carpenter. The 
completion was in October of the same year. 


Final costs for the rebuilding of the Emmanuel Church by the 
Methodists were reported as costing a little more than $1000.00. The 
Mountain Democrat and Placerville times posted the treasurers report 
from Ella Norris listing the donors that gave to the fund with a 
comprehensive accounting of income and expenditures 55 
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Disbursements 
Paint and freight an same ...$ 93.30 
Allmsh & Molinari, haul. Imbr 10.00 
Jesse Cook, carpenter work .. 112.00 


H. C. Marsh, same ......... 98.00 
% J es rk i 21 19.25 
Melvin Gallagher, haul. Imbr. 5.00 
E. L. Alderson, roofing ..... 233.86 
Fox Bros., glass, putty, ete. .. 23.55 
J. B. Blair Lumber Coo 423.00 

Tottal disbursements ....$1,017.96 

Bal. n 8 Zae 


ELLA M. NORRIS, Treas. 
Coloma, Cal., Oct. 8, 1921. 


To honor the transfer of the Emmanuel church to the Methodists Both 
Bishop Nichols and Moreland held a dedication ceremony in Coloma. 
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BISHOPS TO PREACH 
IN OLD COLOMA CHURCH 
NOW BEING RESTORED 


COLOMA (El Dorado Co.), May 6. 
Bishop W. II. Moreland of the Epis- 
copal Church of Sacramento and Adna 
Leonard of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of San Francisco are to de- 
liver sermons at Coloma in connec- 
tion with the restoration of the his- 
toric Protestant Church here. 

Bishop Moreland is to deliver a ser- 
mon in the church in the near fu- 
ture, the offering to be used for the 
church restoration, and Btshop Leon- 
ard will deliver the dedicatory ser- 
mon upon completion of the restora- 
tion. 

Phileas Cote, Placerville contractor, 
together with Jesse Cook of the same 
place, started the repair work on 
Thursday. 

The church was constructed in 
1853-54 and the restoration work will 
entail a large amount of repairs. 

The church was constructed by the 
Episcopal Church in the early days, 
and. was known as Emanuel Epis- 
copal Church. It was used by the 
Episcopal Church until the year 1910. 
and has also been used by the Meth- 
joadist Episcopal Church since 18709. 


59 The transfer and reconstruction were well documented in the local 
newspapers. 
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In May 1923, the Bishop Moreland held special services in the 
Emmanuel Church as part of the yearly pilgrimage of the Episcopal 
Founders of the Emmanuel Church. 


BISHOP MORLAND COMING 


Bishop Moreland will hold services | 
in the Episcopal Church on Sunday 
morning, May 27th, at 11 a.m. In the 
afternoon the Bishop will hold ser- | 
vices at Coloma, at 3 p.m., this be- 
ing the time for the yearly pilgrimage 
in memory of the early pioneers PE 
founded the church at Coloma, 


— ees 
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In 1939 the Methodist Episcopal Church, Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, and the Methodist Protestant Church merge to form the 
Methodist Church. 


January 29, 1939, marked the dedication of Native Sons of the Golden 
West’s placing a bronze marker commemorating the Emmanuel Church 
and Rev. C. C. Peirce’s (Peirce is spelled wrong on plaque) service to 
Coloma from 1861 till his death in 1903 a span of over forty years. 
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EMANUEL CHURCH 


1 
FOUNDED JAN 4,1854 BY 
NIGHT REV WM J. KIPP DD, BISHOP OF 
THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF CALIFORNIA 
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During 1946 there were no services at the Emmanuel Methodist church 
due to lack of a Pastor. 


For the years 1950 - 5? The Emmanuel Church was rented by another 
church group (unknown members)as related by Steven de Haas. 


In June 1850 Dr. Arch W. Sidders of the Church of Our Savior provided 
services at the Emmanuel to coincide with Native Daughters of the 
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Golden West monument dedication, marking the site of the gold 
discovery. 


In the spring of 1957, the Emmanuel Church was rented and revitalized 
by the Mother Lode Church under a lease agreement with the United 
Methodists. The first service was held on July Ath, 1957. 


Sunday were well attended in 
spite of the Fourth of July holi- 
da weekend, accord to the 
lay pastor, Albert Nobell. There 
were about 60 present for the 
morning service and about 25 
high school and college age 
youth at the evening Young Peo- 
ples’ service. . 

A review of the history of the 
famous church was given by 
Mrs. Bernice Farris and the Dec- 
laration of Independence was re- 
viewed by Tim Helms. The 
morning sermon Freedom“ in- 
cluded a, comparison of our Na- 
tional freedom with soi (ual 
freedom as based on the book of 
Galatians with the central 
thought given: “Stand fast in 
the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made us free, and be not 
entangled with the yoke of bond- 
age.” 
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On April 14, 1964, The Emmanuel Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Coloma was deeded to the Calif./ Nev. Methodist Church. 


The Mother Lode Church in 1968 relocated to a new facility on Beach 
Court in Lotus, again leaving the Emmanuel vacant. 


In 1968 Methodist Church merges with the Evangelical United Brethren 
to form the United Methodist Church. 
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The Califernfa-Nevada Annual Conference 
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The resolution for the donation of the Emmanuel Methodist church to 
the State of California. 
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On April 30, 1969, A deed from Methodist Church Cal/Nev Conference 
and the Cal/Nev Conference Methodist Church trustees to the State of 
California, for the Emmanuel Church of Coloma to be included in the 
Marshal Gold Discovery State Historic Park. Source, El Dorado County 
Recorder. 


For the January 23, 1975, celebration of the 127 Gold Discovery 
celebration Pastor Albert Noble of the Mother Lode church in Lotus 
gave a sermon at the Emmanuel church, reading from the book “Moral 
Law” by Rev. MacDonald. “Ten Commandments of the Gold Fields of 
Coloma.” 


Sermon from early 1850's to be 
reviewed at historic church 


COLOMA--The Historic Mother 
Lode church in Coloma will hold 
its morning worship service in 
the Historic Episcopal Em- 
manual church at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 26, the 127th Gold 
Discovery anniversary 
celebration. 

Albert Nobell, pastor, will 
review a sermon on the Ten 
Commandments, a sermon 
which was actually reached in 
the Emmanual church in early 
1455's by an Episcopalian 
missionary, the Res. David F. 
MavcDuneald. 

The sermon is entitled “Ten 


Commandments of the Gold 
Fields of Coloma The book of 
sermons on the Ten Com- 
mandments authorized by 
MacDonald was published by 
James Anthony and company, 
printers Daily Union office in 
Sacramento in 1850's. 


A printed notation in the back 
of the book states These 
sermons were published 
to pay off the debt on the 
Coloma church His sermans 
curbed the drinking. fighting 
and gambling mining com- 
munity.” 
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Coloma.church 


COLOMA-The Historic 
Mother Lode church in 
Coloma will hold Sunday 
morning services at 9 a.m. 
through the summer months, 
beginning next Sunday, June 
11. The Rev. Al Phillips will 
have as his sermon topic 
next Sunday, Why the 
Church”. 66 


Newspapers record the Reverend Al Phillips as Pastor of the United 
Church of Christ meeting at the Emmanuel Church during the years of 
1977-78. Very little other information has been found. It is assumed 
that it was a lease from California State Parks.“ 


Since its inclusion in the park, the Emmanuel Church has been a popular 
venue for weddings and special events. In 2023 California State Parks 
began a total restoration and stabilization program of the pioneer 
church. This project should ensure the Emmanuel church stands and 
serves the community for another 167 years. 
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Chapter 4 
Coloma Baptist Church 
“The First Baptist Church of Refuge” 
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Coloma Baptist Church Timeline 


1850 


e Reverend Wheeler holds service three times in one day ina 
building without a roof. 
e Reverend Prevaux is assigned to Coloma. 


1851 
e Reverend Prevaux returns to San Francisco. 


1853 


e The” First Baptist Church of Refuge” in Coloma has eighteen 
members but is need of a pastor. 


e James Edward Barnes and his two brothers arrived in Coloma to 
mine for gold. 


e 1854 Reverend Richardson is listed as preaching in the 
Coloma/Uniontown circuit. 


1855 


e James Barnes begins preaching to the Coloma / Uniontown circuit 
of the Baptist church. 


1856 


e Baptist Church members of Coloma fundraise to purchase the first 
floor of the Coloma l. O. O. F. Hall. 
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1857 
e James Barnes is ordained by Bishop Wheeler. 


1859 
e The Coloma congregation begins to meet in the Uniontown 
Baptist Church abandoning the J. O. O. F. hall. 


1866 
e Only Uniontown and Placerville Baptist are the surviving Baptist 
churches in El Dorado County. 
e Reverend Barnes leaves for Yolo County with no recorded 
replacement for the Uniontown church. 


1896 
e Death of Reverend James Barnes in Chico, CA. 
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The earliest record of the Coloma Baptist Church is recorded on June 
22, 1850, when the Rev. Osgood C. Wheeler hold services three times 
during the day in a building without a roof. Shortly after the Rev. 
Wheeler’s departure, the Rev. Prevaux was assigned to Coloma in 
August 1850 but leaves for San Francisco in January of 1851.1 


2 


The Reverend Wheeler 


Wheeler s June 1850 letter to the American Home Mission Society in 
San Francisco describing the journey from San Francisco to Coloma. 


A Forerunner Indeed 


It has been noted that Wheeler not only explored the state 
for new fields, but actively prepared the way for men to occupy 
them. In addition to his preparatory work at San Jose and 
Sacramento, he made arrangements for Prevaux to serve at 
Coloma, the scene of the gold discovery. 

On Saturday, June 22, 1850, Wheeler journeyed by stage from 
Sacramento to Coloma, and announced services for the next 
day. The congregation met in a building without a roof; “a 
good congregation was present in the morning, a better in the 
afternoon, and in the evening, (though a theatre had just opened) 
very much larger than the building would hold.” At the close 
of the evening service Wheeler told the congregation that 

Prevaux and his wife were to arrive soon, and asked if the people 
would like to have them settle in Coloma. A vote was taken 
by rising. “And such a risingt!“ declared Wheeler. “With such 
unanimity and such spirit I have seldom seen. I promised them 
the boon, dismissed the assembly, and received the hearty greet- 
ings of a good number of staunch citizens.“ a7 

Prevaux entcred upon the work at Coloma in August, and it 
was the understanding of the Home Mission Society that he 
would remain there, However, in January Wheeler wrote that 
he had not found sufficient encouragement to remain. Coloma 
was in the gold diggings, unlike the other centers where churches 
had been established, and in the first flush of the search for 
gold it was almost impossible to establish permanent religious 
organizations in such places. There was little permanence of 

residence, many of the miners moved frequently, and when work 

was suspended on Sunday few of them were concerned with 
worship. Prevaux returned to San Francisco, which city became 
| the center of his activity until 1859, when he returned East. 


There was no Baptist Church building built in Coloma. However, 
reported to the San Francisco Baptist Association in 1853, the First 
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Baptist Church of Refuge, El Dorado County reports eighteen members 
and need of a Pastor. This account was submitted by Joshua Robertson, 
Coloma.* 


One of the churches received into the San Francisco Baptist 
Association in 1853 was the First Baptist Church of Refuge, El 
Dorado County. It reported eighteen members, but stated that 
it was without a pastor. Hope was expressed for the immediate 
supply of an ordained minister, the field being described as a 
large one, white for the harvest. The postal address of the 
church clerk, Joshua Robertson, was Coloma, El Dorado County, 
the scene of Marshall’s discovery of gold. Apparently the church 
did not long survive. It is listed in the Minutes of 1854, with no 
report, and then disappears, one of many churches organized, 
only to pass out of existence as the members moved to other 
localities. The early miners were men of “itching feet,” as 
Professor Cleland describes them, and were constantly moving to 
new fields. Hence the instability of church life and organization. 


5 


In March 1853 James Edward Barnes and his two brothers arrived in 
Coloma from Kentucky. They traveled first by ship to Panama, then 
overland through Panama to the Pacific, and then again ship bound for 
San Francisco. They were reported shipwrecked just out of the mouth 
of the Golden Gate. While no accounts have been found of the Barnes’ 
rescue and arrival in San Francisco, we know that they traveled from 
San Francisco to Coloma seeking gold.® 
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RC H. Woods, Ci Art Gallery. 
7 


The Reverend James Edwards Barnes 


Of note to researchers, 


Mrs. Lena J. Harlan, born in 1860 in Coloma was the daughter of the 
Rev. James Edwards Barnes. Mrs. Harlan was interviewed in 1938 by 
Will O. Upton author of the Churches of El Dorado County California. 
While the Upton’s interview provides a good source of biographical 
information of the Barnes’ family life in California, the official 
documents from the Baptist Archives dispute her stated dates and 
should be considered as accurate. 


Sermon on the Saloon Bar 

ccording to Mrs. Harlan, her dad arrived in Coloma 
A about January of 1850 “At that time there was no 

building in Which hé could hold servites. But a 
saloon-keeper came to his rescue and offered the use of his 
harroom for a meeting house. Hanging a sheet over the mirror 
back of the bar, the owner cleared off the bar, and, the minis- 
ler mounting to the top of it, preached his first Coloma ser- 
mon to a congregation of miners and gamblers. And he after- 
ward told his family that in his subsequent preaching he had 
never found more attentive listeners in church than at his first 
meeting in a saloon; and his audience donated freely when it 
came to the collection.” 

Upton says that, “In the middle 1850s Coloma Lodge No. 27, 
1.0.0.F. and the Baptists, jointly, built the Odd Fellows’ Hall at 
Coloma, the lodge using the upstairs and the Baptists the lower 
floor ... In 1860 the Baptists built the church at Uniontown.” 
Reverend James Edward Barnes served both the Coloma and 
Uniontown churches, unti] about 1870 or 1871. 8 


Rev. Barnes’ first Sermon in Coloma as told by his daughter Mrs. Harlan. 


Although Rev. Barnes’ daughter states the year of her father’s arrival in 
California was 1850, this date was most likely 1853. Nonetheless an 
interesting story. 


In 1855 Rev. Barnes began preaching in Coloma. He resided in 
Uniontown and preached in the Coloma and Uniontown Baptist 
churches and various small churches that he established in the area. 
This Council was called Uniontown, El Dorado County.? 
Np. The Rev. O. C. Wueever will preach in the 
Baptist church on Sunday Nov. 16th., at half past 10 A. M., 


wad also at 7 in the evening. 
— —- SS — 


10 
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1856 


Vallecto ~ This church has no pastor, but enjoys the abor of Bro, A. J, Hutchingson a licentiate of the church, They under 3, 
Mt, Pleasant - This church once reported 22 members, but in 1858 it had only half that number, 11, It made no report last ver, 


Vaca Valley - Bro, D, King is pastor ofthis church, They number 27 members They have a house of worship, They are interested in the work of domestic missions, 
and contribute liberally for the same, 


Uniontown - Bro. J, E, Barnes is pastor of this church, They have a good house of worship, and some excellent members, They number 16, 


Coloma - This litle church has a house, but it is encumbered with debt, They have no pastor, though Bro, Barmes has interested himself much in their behalf 
Coloma and Uniontown should be one field, and under the same pastor, They have in Coloma 12 members, 
11 


In 1856 The California Missionary Baptist Convention reported, 
“Coloma, the little church has a house (first floor of the 1.0.0.F. hall), 
but it is incumbered in debt. They have no Pastor, but Brother Barnes 
has interested himself much in their behalf. Coloma and Uniontown 
should be one field, and under the same pastor. They have in Coloma 
12 members”. 


Although Rev. Barnes is credited with being the Baptist preacher for 
Coloma, we find others listed prior to 1855, specifically Rev. Richardson 
and Rev. Wheeler and Rev. Prevaux. The October 28, 1854, Empire 
Argus reported Rev. Richardson preaching at the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. This was prior to the Baptist’s attempted purchase of the first 
floor of the IOOF Hall. 
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Norice There will be preaching in the M. E. 
Church. in this town. on Sanday morning, 20th 
inst at 10 1-2 elek. and in Uniontown ia the 
evening. by the Rev. Mr Kiehardson. of the Bap- 
tis! © hureh 


—— — 


Rev. O. C. Wurxixn, will preach in the new Baptist 
Church, Sunday, October 19th, at balf-past ten o'clock. 


2The Rev. O.C. Wheeler from Sacramento preaches at the Odd Fellows 
Hall in October 1856. 


Various publications have reported that the Baptists paid for a portion 
of the l. O. O. F.’s construction so that they could meet on the lower 
floor. Construction of the l. O. O. F. hall began in 1854. Two years later, 
however, the September 6 and October 8, 1856, issues of the Empire 
Argus newspaper mention Baptist fundraising efforts to purchase the 
first floor of the l. O. O. F Hall for church purposes. This would have been 
at least a year after the Oddfellows built their hall. Regardless, the 
Baptists did meet in the l. O. O. F hall until they moved services to the 
Uniontown Baptist church in 1859. 
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ea Tra vei naei off very nhé, 

The abiect was to raise mo ta assist in the 
ee eee of Odd Fellows Hall, for 
a Bantist Church. The sales of tickets vielded 
about $250, The ladies have raised abont $400 by 
subseribtion, and still lack about $400 of the amount 
required to purchase the room, The festival on 
oe ended in a dance at CR vang 


13 
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1950’s view of Coloma’s l. O. O. F. Lodge #27 Hall 


On Feb. 11th, 1857, Rev. Barnes was ordained to the Baptist Church by 
the Bishop Wheeler. 15 


The lot of Coloma Lodge #27 of the l. O. O. F. was donated by the 
Johnson family of Coloma in April 1854. An interesting fact about the 
.O. O. F Hall’s property donation is found in “A Study of Main Street of 
Coloma 1849-1853” where the hall was to also be the location of a 
“Free Church.” Why the Baptists were required to purchase the first 
floor can only be speculation. . 
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At the far west end of town was the area known as "Piety Hill." 
On the north side of Main in this area was the Court House Block 
and on the south.side of the street was the American House Hotel 
which was proud of its patronage to families and advertised a 
healthful location and a wholesome atmosphere. The property up 
the hill and in back of the. American House was owned by James 
Johnson and his wife who wished to establish this area as:a center 
of culture and Christian endeavor, to which em they gave the 


property to the Coloma Lodge I. O. O. F. No. 27. 


.. . a piece of ground 100! in length by 361 in width in 
S.W. corner of the enclosed ground owned by us opposite the 
Court House and in the town of. Coloma: said, parcel of land 
being bounded on West end and South side by a fence and also 
the right to piece of ground 81 in width on West side of said 
lot from Main Street in Coloma to said piece or parcel of 
ground To have & to hold said piece for purpose of erecting 
& occupying thereon a building to be used as an Cdd Fellows 
Hall & as a Church free to all Christien Denominations & for 
lectures upon scientific, literary & moral subjects to Coloma 
lodge No. 27 I. O. O. F. of the State of California. I 


From the El Dorado County deed of James Johnson and wife to the 
Coloma Lodge l. O. O. F. Lodge No. 27. 
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1873 El Dorado County Survey Map showing location of the J. O. O. F Hall 
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Tur Baptists.—The new Baptist Church edi- 
fice at Uniontown, two miles below Coloma, will 
be dedicated on the 3d Sabbath in February, 
the 21st. The dedication sermon will be preached 
at 11 o'clock, a. u., by Rev. J. Lewis Schuck, 
of Sacramento. Mr. Schuck will also preach to 
the Chinamen in their own language at three 
o'clock, p. u., on the same day. The Baptists 
are commencing to build a new edifice at Todd's 
Valley. 


18 


The dedication of the new Uniontown Church on February 21, 1859, 
doomed the Coloma Church that was meeting in the l. O. O. F Hall. 


The Rev. J. Lewis Schuck was able preach to the local Chinese in their 
own language as he had been of the earliest American Baptist 
missionaries to China. He arrived in 1835 and returned to establish a 
Baptist church in Sacramento in 1855. 19 
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The first mention of Camp Meeting for the Baptist El Dorado Circuit 


Cane Meeting 1s Et. Doravo.—A protracted 
meeting will be held at Uniontown, commencing 
on the 18th inst., in the Baptist Church. The | 
following persons bave been invited, and are ex- 
pected to participate in the meeting: S. 8. 
Wheeler, Placerville; C. W. Bradbury, Coloma; 
C. King, Sonora ; and the pastor of the church, 
James E. Barnes. 4 


17 September 1858 


Even though the Rev. O. C. Wheeler could not maintain churches in 
Coloma and Uniontown his brother C. C. Wheeler came to Placerville 
and established a Baptist church. He stays less than ten years before 
returning to the east coast. 

In 1859 the Baptists moved Coloma services to the Baptist Church in 
Uniontown (Lotus) as they still had not fully paid for the first floor of 
the l. O. O. F. Hall. This would be the end of the Baptist church and 
services in Coloma.?! 


1862 Coloma City Directory lists no Baptist service in Coloma. 
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In 1866 the California Missionary Baptist convention reported that the 
Following churches have ceased to exist, among those listed are Refuge 
Church Coloma, Cold Springs Church, Georgetown Church, and Gold Hill 
in El Dorado County, leaving Uniontown and Placerville as the surviving 
Baptist churches. 


The following Churches have been organized in this State, but for various reasons have ceased to exist; Bush Street Church, San Francisco; Refuge Church, Fl 
Dorado County; Olive Branch Church, Calaveras County; Napa Church, Napa City, Cold Spring Church; Georgetown Church, Georgetown; Sonoma Church, 
Sonoma; Gold Hill Church: Oak Grove Church: Judson Church; MeCartisvile Church, lpas Spanish Flat Church; Tabernacle Church, San Francisco 
Cathey Valley Church Jackson Church; First Church, Nevada, and First Church, Santa Rosa 


23 


Earlier publications had reported that Pastor Barnes left for newer 
fields about 1870 or 1871, but voting records record him as living in 
Yolo County as early as 1866. Regardless, his moving resulted in leaving 
the Coloma and Uniontown (Lotus) communities without a permanent 
Baptist minister. 
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ame to California in 1853—Was an 


_| Barnes, 


OF HL BARNES. 


— E 


l 2 
PASSES PEACEFULLY AWAY AT 
HIS RESIDENCE. 


Ordained Minister for | 
Forty Years- 


„ 


The death last night of Rey. J. E. 
though greatly lamented, 


caused no surprise among the large 


number of friends in Chico. 


~ 


Tho de- 
miss occurred at 9:10, and his wife, one 
daughter and one son were present at 
bis death bod. Rov. Barnes had beon 
suffering!a long time from a disease of 


-| tbe stombch, and his death camo us a 


Fyears old at his death, He came to 


+} gold mining in. EI Dorado county. On 


pril 23, 1859, he was married to Mrs. | 


relief from pain. 


Rov, James E. Barney was born in 


‘Livingmton Co., Ky., near Carsville, on 


June 9, 1828, and was consequently 63 
in 
Sav Francisco March 6, For four 


yours after his arrival he worked at 


A. Lampton, at Cacheville, Yolo 


‘used was converted to christian- 
isy in, 1847, uniting with (he Baptist 
Church. Ln 1855, bo begun preaching 
in El Dorado county, and organize 

small churches in soveral of the moun- 
tain towns of that regi A cour 
was e. r ni El 
Co., dn Feb. IIth, 1857, when ài 
was regularly ordained to the minis- 

k 


den of eyaugelistie work. Among tho 
churches of which he has been pastor 
are those at Dixon, Napa, Los Angeles, 
Downey and Chico. 

` Deceased came to Chico in 1883, where 
ho purchased property, und has lived 
ever sings. He yay one of our re- 


wele ar in al relieions or Lomperance 


In his early ministry, he did a great 


spreted citizens, and was a prominent | 
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me pes S (pairks gia ae 
ever since. lis vasi ore ‘of our re- 
spected citizens, and fwas a prominent 
worker tn all religiols or temperance 
allalrs. ` i 

laut eur months ago, he bogan 
ailing., and Coutinued to grow worse. 
A month ago, he wds confined to his 
bed, ‘from which be never arose, gradu- 
ally sinking until the end came. He 
suffered excruciating pain, but up to 
within an hour ui Lis death he was 
conscious, and know bls wie's, voice 
when she spoke to him. His passing 
away; unlike his sickness, was without 
pas, and he has gone to his Maker, 
whourhe served taitifully for so many 
years. 

Dosides his wife, he lea yes three 
daughters, Mrk. Leua J. ‘Harlan of 
Sacramento, Mrs. Nettie Schubert of 

shico and Mrs. Edith Reavis of Sacra- 
mento, and'three sons, J. E. Barnes, 
Jr., of Ione, Amadof county, M. P. 
Barnes of Savramento, and) J. . 
Barnes of this city. He also leaves a 
stepson, E. T. Lampton. of Woudland. 
Ail these children visited him during 
his last illness. 

The largo vircle of friewds sympathize 
deeply with tho bereaved ones to whom 
the deceased was a loving husband and 


father. ¢ 
The Funeral. 

The Baptist Church yesterday was 
filled with friends of the lato Rev. J. E. 
Barnes, whe were present fò pay their 
last tribute to the memory’ of the de- 
parted. Tho floral offeriugs were grand 
and beautiful, and the casket was al- 
most hidden in wreaths and baskets 
of flowers. ; 

Roy, Dr. Graham delivered the obit- 
uary,and was assisted in theceremonies 
by Rovs. Stephens and Hathaway. 

The deceased's iavorite Hymns wero 
sung by s choir composed iof Mrs. Z. 
W. Burnbam (soprano), Miss Arviila 
Bartlett (alto). A. F. Neubarth (tenor) 
and Perry Heudricks (bars). Mrs. E. 
. Cunneta prosided 24 the organ. 

The funeral cortege was ‘one of the 
largest ever seen in this city, and was 
testimony of the respect in which tbe 
deedasod was held. Mev, itinaiey led 
in prayer at the grave. 

The following acted as pall bearers: 
J. W. Crabb, R. J. Hampton, W. H. 

Bark, S. L. Walker, Chas. Kaulkuor 
and A. H. Crew. P 

Dr. Graham took for his;text 2 Tim. 
46-8. „For T am now read to ha nffar- 
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and beautiful, and thé casket was al- 
most hidden in wreazhs and baskets 
of Lowers, t 

Kov, Dr. Graham delivered tbe obit- 
uary.and was assisted in theikeromonies 
by Revs. Stephens and Hathaway. 

The deceased's iavorite hymns were 
zung by u Lpr. composed of Mrs. Z. 
W. Burnbam (soprano), Miss Arvilla 
Bartlett (alto), A. F. Neubarth (tenor) 
anc Perry Hendricks (bass). Mrs. E. 
E. Cunneta pròsidel at the organ. 

The funoral cortege was one of the 
largest ever seen in this city, and was 
ony of the respect in which the 
devèased' was held. Mey. iinaley led 
in prayer at the grave. 

The following, acted.as pall bearers: 
J. W. Crabb, R. J. Hampton, W. H. 
Eark, S. L. Walker, Gnas. beaullèner 
avi A. H. Crew. 

Dr. Graham took for his text 2 Tim. 
4;6-8, For I am now ready to be offer- 
ed and tho time jor ray depariure is at 
hand. , Ihave fought a good fight, I 
bave finished my course, I have kept 
the faith; Henceforth thero is laid up 
for mu a crown of righteousness which 
the Lord, the righteous judge will givo 
mo at that day. The text was select- 
ed, the speaker said, by the deceasod 
himsolf, and the sermon was in re- 
spice to his dying request, The long 
intimacy in| ministerial wog was the 
basis of tho requost. In‘alluding to 
the text the speaker: said: Two men 
once stood on tho top of the Alps. One 
of thom-looked toward Rome and rais- 
ing his hat exclaimed “Glories of the 
pest E salute zou!“ Tho other iifted 
bis hat and looking toward Germany 
exclaimed ‘‘Glories of the future J sa- 
lute you P’. | Paul was both of these 
mon iu ono. 

Ho stood on the Alpine top of an ox- 
perience from which he ‘could look 


buck upon tho glories of the past and 
forward into the glories of: the future 
and salute both. v 

And in Paul's glance into the past 
‘what did he find? The text gives it 
‘to us in the most grapbic language. 

Here is one thing “I haye fought a 
good fight’’—the good fight. We all 
know what that fight was. It was the 
fight of the right against the wrong, 
truth against error, the pure against 
the impure, God against Satan. Paul 
wishes us to. understand that ho at- 
tempted to be God's moral hero all 
through, and that.he never once low- 
ered the flag nor sheathed the sword 
when. the bugle call to battle -sounded 
the alarm. eel 


2² 
é 


25 The 1896 report of the death of Reverend Barnes. 
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Coloma is prominent in an interesting story of the Uniontown (Lotus) 
Baptist Church that was constructed in 1859 and its bell. 


This original church bell now resides in the current Coloma Schoolhouse 


inside of the Marshall Gold Discovery Historic State Park. 


BAPTIST CHURCH AT LOTUS 
There once was a Baptist Church in Lotus Unionto 

y f 

old). It stood in the upper end of the Norris oe igh ike 
property of Geo. Pountain „Just below the schoolhouse. It was 
a in the early sixties and for a number of years was well at- 
ius vat oe ar e may T 
‘minister; so he went to new fields, e s œa 
A story in Sioli’s history to the effect that h is church 
was discontinued for lack of attendance, and e a was 
falling to pieces, a former minister took the bell from the building, 


Y 
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packed it upon his wagon to carry it away, then went to Coloma 
and hired all the lawyers to defend him, so none would be left to 
prosecute him. But there happened to be a law student in Coloma 
whom the people hired to represent them; he swore out a warrant 
for the bell's arrest and the preacher had to give it up. and he 
immediately left town and was never heard of afterward. The 
story. according to best informed old-timers is mere moonshine: 
for Uniontown never had but ope Baptist minister and thet was 
the Rev. James Edward Barnes, who scrved both the Coloma and 
the Uniontown churches, and left for other field about 1870 or 
1871. And the building was not dilapidated, 


This also ends another era in Coloma’s rich church history. 
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Chapter 5 
St. John’s Catholic Church 


Saint John’s Catholic Church Timeline 


1850 
e The first Catholic missionaries arrived in El Dorado County 
Services in Coloma are held in a log structure provided by the 
community. 


1857 
e The lot containing Saint John’s church and cemetery was acquired 
from Oliver and Mary Camp for $200.00. 


1858 
e Funds were raised and the Coloma Saint John’s church was built. 


1861 
e Saint John’s Catholic church was officially blessed by San Francisco 
Bishop Alemany under the invocation of Saint John the Baptist. 
e A public school was established at the church in Coloma that 
served the surrounding communities. 


1865 
e The school was closed due to declining enrollment. 


1886 
e Joseph Alemany of the San Francisco Diocese deeds all Catholic 
Church properties in El Dorado County to Patrick W. Riordan of the 
Sacramento Diocese. 


173 


1869 
e The Saint John’s Catholic Church loses its congregation and priest 
and remains mostly empty. 


1886 
e Rev. Patrick Manogue of Sacramento Diocese transfers all El 
Dorado County Church properties to Patrick W Riordan of St. 
Patrick’s Church in Placerville. 


1891 
e Rev. Patrick Manogue authorizes the sale of a portion of the St. 
John’s church and cemetery property to the State of California for 
the construction of the Marshall Monument. 


1901 
e Saint John’s became part of the Georgetown Catholic Church with 
Reverend Keane as circuit pastor. 


1919 
Saint John’s Catholic Church becomes a mission of the Placerville 
Catholic Church. 


1920 
e Saint John’s Church is renovated. 


1921 
e Saint John’s Catholic church is rededicated and used periodically 


until around 1940. 


1969 
e Saint John’s Catholic Church is donated to the State of California. 


174 


1972 
e Saint John’s Church is restored. 


2024 
e Saint John’s Church is restored by State Parks maintenance staff. 
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St. John’s Catholic Church Today 


From the archives of St. Patrick’s Church of Placerville, “the first Catholic 
services in the gold fields of El Dorado County occurred in the Spring of 
1850 when the first Catholic Missionary Father Ingoldsby arrived to 
preach and administer to the spiritual needs, helping the sick and 
burying the dead in the mining camps of El Dorado County”. 
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The vale of Coloma was not a thing of beauty; the banks of the 
river and the adjoining hillsides had been literally turned inside 
out, and great heaps of cobblestones and gravel met the eye in every 
direction.” A cluster of cabins and a few stores and saloons indicated 
the presence of a surviving community, for Coloma at that time was 
the center of supplies for all the surrounding camps along the river, 
and had still retained the honor of being the county seat of El 
Dorado County. Many miners lived in tents in the adjoining 
gulches, and to these word was sent that a visiting priest would hold 
services in Coloma on the following Sunday. Old-timers tell of how 


the inhabitants of the town provided a cabin for Father Ingoldsby 
in which to say Mass, and made the promise of erecting a church 
for him as soon as possible. 


father Ingoldsby’s June 1851 report on Coloma 


Besides Father’s Ingoldsby, Largan and O' Kane, the priests that served 
Coloma and the rest of El Dorado Counties Mission churches are 
speculation as the published history of Saint Partick’s church conflicts 
with the Sacramento Diocesan Archives and those from the University 
of Santa Clara. 4 


Prior to the establishment of Saint John’s Catholic church in Coloma the 
services were held in a log cabin beginning in 1850, the location of 
which remains unknown at this time.” 
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After the church in Placerville was erected, a church was established in 
Coloma in 1856. Funds were raised to erect a church in Coloma and in 
1858 the St. John’s Church was built.“ 


The lot for the St. John’s Church was acquired for the price of $200.00 
from Judge Oliver and Mary Camp and deeded to Joseph S. Alemany, 
(Alemany) Archbishop of San Francisco on Oct. 19, 1857. The deed 
shows it lies between Church Street, H. B. Pierce, Vanderhyden’s and 
Marshall’s lots, the lot approximately two acres in size. 


“The church at Coloma, just as in Placerville, had its start in a log 
cabin in the spring of 1850. The present church was built in 1857. At 
about the same time, a Catholic church was erected in Georgetown." 
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As the church in Coloma was considered a Mission, there were no 
resident priests in Coloma. This parish initially was served by 
Placerville’s priests. 


Gold rush era services were held on the third Sunday of each month by 
Father Largan from 1858 to 1869. His Mass was held in both English and 
then Spanish to accommodate the Spanish speaking miners.? 


1861 Archbishop Alemany blesses the Coloma church as “Saint John the 
Baptist Catholic Church” 


Sr. Jon rae DPAP Cute. Cort ZRA. 
Oc Sunday test, Archbishop Alemany „lem 
ir blessed the Caibolic Charet at Coloma, un- 
der the invocation of St. ber the Baptist.— 
The precession furmed at the entrance of the 
building. and as the Archbishop went eround, 
ettende:t by Father Lergen, blessing the exte- 
rior walls, a large conceurre of persons follow- 
ed, uniting their voices with hie while he reci- 
ted the prerer proper fer the occasion. Arri- 
ving at the place of departure, lis Graece re- 
ectered the church and blessed the interior. | 
The blessing being concluded, Father Largan | 
<selebrated mass, after which the Archbishop 
delivered an able aud iostructire sermon, to 
teich be alluded to the ceremonies inst per 
formed and demonstrated that they were not 
an idle and superstitious practice. He sise 
urged the congregstion to religionsis cbserre 
‘be precept given to Moses on Mount Sinai — 


2K—K—-B-'(—!⁵ ee & 
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d ha Sabbuth day to keep it bole.” | 
After mass the sacrament of contirmation was 
administered, The ceremonies of blessing the 
Church were most solemn and imposiog, and 
tended much tu excite the devotion of those 
who assisted in their celebration, Large bum - 
bere of people from this city and otber places | 
were present, and consequently the church was | 
much too mall to accommodate all that at | 
tended. The balding {8 not large, but is nent. ` 
Ie furnished, and occupies a most desirable lo | 
cation, commanding « view of the entite towe | 
of Coloma, its beautiful gardensand tinerards, 
and the magnificent surrouad'ag scenery. The | 
Archbishop left for Sacramento on Monday | 
morning, amid the regrets of not only the | 
church members but of tery many who are not | 
of his religion, whose approbation and admi- | 
ration he has won by the ability and piety dis. 
played in his sermons and by his apparently | 
entire freedom from bigotry, self-conceit and 
pride of place, May Heaven swile upoo bis’ 
lube. 10 
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Cat holle Church.—Rev. J. Largan 
will officiate in Georgetown on every first Sunday 
of the month; also, in Coloma Church on the third 
Sunday. Divine service commences at 10. A. M. 
Vespers, in St. Patrick’s Church, Placerville, on 
every Sunday evening, at a quarter past 7. jy27 


11 


George Johnson notes in his letter to the Timmey family in Placerville,‘ 


“I remember that a Catholic school was in operation in 1861, and 
among the teachers was Miss Elisabeth Kelly, afterwards Mrs. 
MacDonald, and then another Miss Kelly (Miss Margret A. Kelly, who 
formerly taught in the Sacramento public schools.) The Church and 
school served a large scope of the county, including — besides Coloma, 
Gold Hill, Green Valley, Weber Creek, Uniontown, Uniontown Hill, and 
Trescott Flat district. The school was well attended for a while, but 
when the placer mining began to fall off in 1865, and the population 
decreased, it was forced to close its doors.” 


Before the public school was started Father Largan said “There will be 
no attempt to instill into the mind of any Protestant child the principal’s 
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peculiar to Catholicism, as it is in a church and the home that children 
should receive religious training.” 


George Johnson, while not a Catholic was good friends with Father 
Largan. George took care of St. John’s Church and functioned as Sexton 
on the Sundays that services were held. 5 


= — 


Fesrivat at Corowa —We are pleased to 
siate that tbe Festival given by the ladies of 
Coloma, for the benefit ul St. Patrick's Church, 
of this city, was quite successful, The amount 
realized exceeded two hundred and fifty dol: 
lara ; and woare requested by Father Laagan 
to tender hia gratitude to the community of 
Coloma, and particularly to the ladies, who so 
realously labored-for the interests of St. Pa- 
trick's Church; also to Mr. Mehler for the use 
of bis ball. 


Mountain Democrat June 3,1865 


After 1869 St. John’s slowly lost its congregation and priest and 
eventually it stood empty and was only randomly used for many years. 


In January the Rev, Patrick Monague of the Sacramento Diocese deeded 
over to Rev. Patrick William Riordan of Placerville all the Catholic Church 
properties held in El Dorado County.“ 
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On January 27, 1891, the Catholic Diocese of Sacramento sells a portion 
of the Saint John’s Church and Cemetery property to the State of 
California for inclusion into the Marshall Monument for $150.00.18 


Deed for Saint John’s Church property to the State of California for the 
Marshall Monument 


Bancroft map showing outline of property sold by the Sacramento 
Catholic Diocese to the State of California’? 


Coloma remained a Mission of Placerville’s St. Patrick’s Church until 
1901 when it was taken over by Father O’Kane of Georgetown.” 
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In 1919 the church was repaired and again both Georgetown and 
Coloma churches became Missions to the Placerville church under 
Father Thomas Hayes. 2 


St. John’s was formally rededicated on April 18, 1920, by the Bishop 
Grace of Sacramento. Periodic services were held for a few years 
afterwards then sporadically with services ending at the beginning of 
World War II.22 


2 COLOMA ITEMS 
SPSS SPOS PSSOSPSSOSSCSCSSOSSCSOOSO 

COLOMA, April 19.— The dedica- 
tion of the old reassess cal (‘athol - 
ehurch at Coloma took place last Sun- 
day. Bishop Grace otf Sacramento as- 
sisted by Father Horgan conducted 


the impressive ceremony. 


The church was dedicated to St. | 
John the Baptist. After the alter 


was properly draped Father Horgan 
celebrated High Mass. The special 
music for this di ine service was rend- 
ered by the church ehoir of Pla¢er- 
ville, under the direction of their ef- 
fecient organist Miss Alice Scherrer. 
The youthful voices blending har- 
moniously with the maturer altos. 
Bishop Grace delivered the sermon 
which was a revelation. He hight» 
complimented Father Horgan for his 
zeal, and the people who so generously 
eontributed to the expense of restora- 


tion. 
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COLOMA CATHOLIC CHURCH 


Father O’Flanagan will hold serv- 
ices in above church next Sunday, 
June 12th, at 10 o'clock, Non-Cath- 
olies also welcome. 

At Placerville there will be, con- 
sequently, only one mass, namely, at 
8 a. m. 


In 1921 Father Flanagan sporadically held services in Coloma 


ec 


NEWS NOTES | 
f COLOMA) 


COLOMA, July 18.—The Catholic 
Church at Coloma has suspended ser- |! 
vices during the summer months. 


24 


In April 1969, the church was donated to Marshall Gold Discovery State 
Historic Park by the Diocese of Sacramento.?° 


A Reverend Cool held service at St. John’s in the 1970’s. Very little 
information remains of his time at the church. 25 
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The 113-Year-Old St. John's Catholic Church 
Bee Photo 
Restoration Drive 
Funds Would Renovate Venerable Church 
COLOMA, El Corado Co. with the Department of until 1940 
— Early-day descendants of Parks and Recreation. The Persons wishing to donate 
this community and other in- goal has been set at $10,000. may send their contributions 
terested persons have begun First to donate to the fund to the St. John’s Catholic 
a fund-raising campaign to was Mrs. ‘phil Bekeart and Church Restoration Fund, 
restore the 113-year-old St. family with a $250 check. c-ọ Florence Fannen, Trea- 
John’s Catholic Church The all-wood church was surer, Coloma. 
which stands in Marshall erected in 858, when Colo- If sufficient funds are 
Gold Discovery State Histor- ma was a thriving mining available, the restoration 
ic Park. and lumbering camp. In 1920 work will begin next spring, 


The program is being un- the structure was repaired Park Ranger E. G. TiN Jr. 
dertaken as a joint enture and was used for services states. 


Sacramento Bee September 9, 1971 
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With the help of residents, the State Parks staff successfully restored St. 
Johns Church in 1972 funded with a combination of private and state 
funds. 


During the restoration of the church the Stations of the Cross were 
repainted, making them too bright compared to original hues. The keen 
eye will see that the back of the altar says, Thompsons Black Berry 
Syrup” as Frank Bekeart used recycled wood during the restoration.?“ 


One of the donations for the restoration came from the comedian 
George Burns through his daughter and son in-in-law, the Luckman’s. 
The Luckman’s lived and owned a campground in Coloma at the time of 
the restoration. ?? 


June of 2024 marked the completion of yet another stabilization and 
rehabilitation of St. John’s church by the craftspeople at the State Park. 
Bee hives were removed; rotted wood was replaced with a new roof 
and new paint. 


History of Saint John's Church as told by 
California State Parks 


The Catholic congregation of Coloma worshipped on this ground since the early gold 
rush. This church was opened in 1858, replacing a log church built two years earlier. On 
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the morning of April 20, 1858, a dedication procession made its way up Piety Hill from 
the town, led by Father Largan of Placerville. Mass and dedication ceremonies followed. 


After 1860, this little church fell into disrepair as the fortunes of Coloma declined and 
the congregation dwindled. In the late 19% century, the building was repaired and was 
rededicated as St. Joseph's Church in 1890. Again, the structure fell into decay, and in 
1921 it had to be practically rebuilt. 


Regular services ceased 10 or 20 years later, and local Catholics went to mass in 
Placerville. On April 30, 1969, the Bishop of the Diocese of Sacramento deeded 

the dilapidated structure to the State of California as a gift. In 1972 the State Park and 
the community working in partnership undertook a restoration of the building. The 
Bekeart family of San Francisco, descendants of Jules Francois Bekeart who built the 
gunsmith shop in the town below, provided leadership in this effort. Statues and 
Stations of the Cross dating from the mid-19"century were acquired, pews polished, 
and the altar furnished. The free-standing bell tower was restored and carries the 
original bell that the parish had cast in Sheffield England in 1860.The cross on the roof 
of the church appears to be of an Austrian design.” 


Saint John’s Catholic Church continues today to serve the community as 
a wedding destination. 


Chapter 6 
Mormon 


Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
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Mormon Timeline 
1847 
e The first recorded religious service in Coloma. 
1856 
e Elders Stuart and Shearman preach in Court House. 
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Mormon 


(Church of Latter-Day Saints) 


In 1847 Mormons or members of the Church of Latter-Day Saints 
working for John Sutter in Coloma were just a small group of the 
Mormon Battalion members that Brigham Young had asked to stay in 
California and not return to Salt Lake City due to limited supplies. 


The Mormons never built a church in Coloma as their numbers were 
less than a dozen and most had left within a few months after the 
discovery of gold. 


The Mormons are to be given credit for the first recorded religious 
service in Coloma. 


On Christmas Day in 1847, less than a month prior to the Discovery of 
Gold on January 23, 1848, on the peak that is now known as Mt. 
Murphy, Henry Bigler gave the first sermon in Coloma. 
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B~“ eeweteetyve 
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Having but few tools and laboring under every 
disadvantage imaginable, the work on the mill pro- 
gressed slowly. On Christmas day, 1847, no work 
was done. Tho party ascended the high peak on 
the nerth side of the river, and opposite the pres- 
ent town. Henry Bigler being a Mormon minister 
made a prayer; the party sang a hymn, and then 
Mr. B. preached a Christmas sermon ; the first ser- 
mon ever delivered in El Dorado; a sermon on the 
mount, in fact. 


Sermon on the Mount 


Excerpt from James S. Brown, California Gold, Salt Lake City, Jan. 24, 
1894. Listing the six members of the Mormon Battalion that worked for 
James Marshall during construction of “Sutter’s Mill” and would have 
taken part in the “Sermon on the Mount.” 


Morom Battalion member that came to Coloma, (Alexander Stephens, 
Henry W. Bigler, James Berger, William Johnson, Azariah Smith, James S. 
Brown, and Israel Evans, were 118 10 hired to fallow; James W. Marshall 
(Mr. Sutter's partner).2 


Today the peak where the sermon occurred is known as Mount Murphy. 


Notite Elders Siuart ned Shearman, of the “Church 
of Jesna Christ of Latter Day Saintis,” will preach in the 
Court House tomorrow, (Hunday, ) at 3 o'cleek P. M. 3 
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The last recorded mention of Mormons in Coloma is of a service on 
June 1%, 1856 
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Chapter 7 
Chinese Church 


Chinese Church 


1873 
e First recorded mention of the Chinese Church, deed to Wong Wo 
from Judge Irwin. 


1883 
e Chinatown burns for the second time sparing Wo Hop’s store and 
the Chinese church. 


1897 
e Listed for lien sale by El Dorado County. 


1900 
e The property was purchased by Pearly Monroe from El Dorado 
County. 


1902 
e Chinatown again burns destroying the Chinese church now owned 
by Pearly Monroe. Pearly states that the building was not insured. 


1948 


e Property is purchased through condemnation procedures by the 
State of California. 
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Chinese Church or Joss House 


Coloma had one of the five Chinese churches in El Dorado County with 
the others being in Cold Springs, White Rock Canyon, and Placerville 
having two.! 


10658, Chinese Joss House, Atlanta Exposition, 


While to date no photos have been located that show the inside or 
outside views of the Coloma Joss House, the above photo of the 1895 
Atlanta Exposition gives an example that what it may have looked like.? 
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A term that is used to describe the Chinese church is “Joss House or 
Temple, Joss was a Pidgin English word meaning “deity.” This was 
derived from the Portuguese term for God, “deus,” and was often used 
by Westerners and Westernized Chinese in connection with Chinese 
religion. 


Joss House meant any kind of Confucianism, Buddhist, or Daoist (Taoist) 
temple.? 


Historical information on the Coloma Chinese Church or Joss House is 
quite scarce. The Chinese population in Coloma peaked around 1880 
with a population of 336. In comparison the white population was 
recorded at 514.4 


Whereas some Joss Houses in California had a priest to maintain the 
church we have been unable to determine if the Coloma church ever 
had a priest.” 


During March 1861, a riot fueled by alcohol and hatred against the 
Chinese let by Mr. O’Donnell and forty of his sympathizers destroyed 
most of Chinatown with a reported damage of over $10,000.00 or 
$375,000.00 in 2024.6 Where the Chinese worshiped at this time or if 
there was another temple is unknown. 


The first and only mention found of a Chinese religious service in the 
area was on February 21, 1858, when the Rev. J. Lewis Schuck of 
Sacramento dedicated the Uniontown Baptist church and gave a 


197 


sermon the Chinese in their own language during a special afternoon 
service.’ 


What is known is that the Chinese church first appears in the 1873 
Coloma survey map but is not mentioned in the November 1869 deed 
of sale from Williams to Wilson where they describe the neighboring 
parcels and owners There is no recorded deed naming the Chinese 
Church lot as such.? However in the recorded deed book of Judge 
Charles Irwin, on page 98 he lists lot 9 block 7, deeded to Kong Wo on 
August 29, 1873. The notation of no deed delivered is puzzling as Kong 
Wo’s name only appears in the Recorders records in the “Notice of 
Pending Action” prior to the State’s acquisition in 1948. No where is any 
information found that describes this as an unrecorded gift or sale from 
John Wilson to Kong Wo.“ 


From Judge Irwin’s 1873-79 logbook of deeds 


Map 


Location of Chinese on Lot 9 in Block 7 on a modern plot map 


While there is a Chinese cemetery on state park property, at this time 
the relationship between the Chinese church and cemetery has not 
been documented or researched. 


In 1883 a fire destroys most of Coloma’s Chinatown. The Mountain 
Democrat reports the Chinese church and Wo Hop’s store are the only 
buildings to survive. 


4 note from Coloma dated 
August 16th say This af 
ternoon the whole oi Chinatown 
was burned to the ground ex 
cepting No Hop s store and the 
Joss house This leaves but little 


of the historw old town stan 


ding 10 


| 


A DYNAMITE BOMS Ñ 


One Kaploded in s Chinese Store at 
Coloma. 

| Viecewvrice, Aug. 16. An explosion 
of what i: eoppeerd to havre been a fyn- | 
Rate bomb occurred at Coloma laet 
night, whoch et on Gre the Chinese store 
Lie Hing and injured three China- 
nen, one perhaps fatally. The Chinese 
were Oret attracted by a fazling pin 
and a light tn the store, and se one wae 
abont to throw the object oat the ex- 
orion cocurred, The perpetrator ir 
not yet apprehended. 
K i 


August of 1895 finds another attempt to burn Chinatown with an 
attempted dynamiting of the Chinese store of Lin Hing, injuring three 
and killing one which set fire to the store’s interior. No one was 
arrested. 
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In the June 5, 1897, edition of the Mountain Democrat lists the Chinese 
Church and lot 9, block 7 being in arrears for taxes and pending lien 
sale. 


O D Endriss for Siu; taxes naitics 
6 and COBLE + <s ccccesvece i lai o 78 


apine China Church and lot 9, bik 7, 
loma; taxes, penal les and cu. 8 7 


r U 
a Against E A Crouch and eX of sea 18 
fir 10. tazea, penalticos and conta 24 25 


i Against China Masons und tot & blk 6 
lums, tas, penalties and costs... 6 58 


— ia a n — — m a ~- à o 


Also listed in arrears was the Chinese Masonic Hall that was located on 
the opposite side of Lower Main Street on lot 3, block 6. Very little is 
known about this Masonic Hall. The relationship between the two 
Chinese groups is unknown but included with this church history. 


The Chinese Masons are believed to have been an offshoot of Hung 
society in China, in California the Chinese formed a group called the 
“Yee Hing Secret Society” that was also known as the Chinese Masonic 
Society. It headquarters was established in San Francisco with branches 
in 390 towns in the US, Canada, Spanish Americas. These branches were 
also referred by the Chinese as “Chee Kung Tong.” 1? 
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Location of the Chinese Church and the Chinese Masonic Hall on Lower 
Main Steet 


While no documents have been found detailing the rites or use of the 
Coloma Chinese Church, Pauline Minke wrote the following in her 
1960, Chinese of the Mother Lode (1850-1870) report detailing other 
Chinese churches in Gold Rush California. 
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The Chinese as a race are.intensely religious, and this 
held true back in the early mining era, Wherever they went they 
carried with them the faith of their fathers and the shrines of 
their favorite and patron gods, No matter how temporary their 
abode, they would immediately set up an altar for the object 
of their faith, Consequently there was a temple wherever a 
number of Chinese were found, it om time, Chinese Camp had 
three Joss houses in town, large structures filled with carvings 
and images covered with gold leaf--rich and surprisingly luxuri- 
ous, but, by a strange contrast, provided with no floor but the 
hard-packed earth. 7 These beautiful things were paid for by 
the Chinese laborers out of the few cents a day that they made 
at their labor, There was no stated time for worship; their 
votaries arranged their own time for paying homage to the 
sacred shrines, The josses were nothing more than deified nen 


who, while living, had rendered great service to their country, 18 


; 12 
The Chinese used charme and other auperetiticus agana te avert 
the anger of thair pede and prevent the malicious injuries to 
thengelves and thelr families by aril epirita, 

The characteristic and favorite religion of the Chinose 
wee the worship of anosatore and the efiriite of the dead, The 
elaborate end, to the white minara' way of thinking, outlandish 
Oeranoniee whieh thay. prectised in this worehip further npt 
them apart from miy coummitr in mich they found themselves, 
Eyewitness accounte of e typical Chinese funeral in the early 

7 mining CREDA rovell the Interact snzendered by these 3 range 
progendings, One ayewliness telle of how every Anerioan attend- 
ing the funeral of one Kung Wo, a prominent Chinese nerehant, 
wes given e tan cent pleue and some incense for good luek, 

Boyn pld enough to know better votla lina up In thea procession, 
Bet their ten cents, then crawl thraurh tha fenca an eet at 
the end of the yroossdion Again to receive another dine, When 
a funeral wes meld, the read to the grave was strewn wlth Murie 
dreds of stripa of pertoret)ed red paper, the theory being thet 
evil @plrité had to pasa throuth all ef the holes before reint - 
ing the soul of the departed. Renat pork and many other feoca 
were alwaye left at the grave, The foods vere teken to the 
cometary in tha early morning; left throughout the der 66 thet 
tha aplrite.could sonsuma an much sa thoy desired, than tia 
back to the cemp and deveureé by tha mourners in the evening, - 

Bade did mot sert many yaara in thie acuntry. Forlod= 


ically the penaine were exhumed aad sent back to Chins te remain 
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Another eyewitness account of 


forever among their ancestors, 


an exhumation relates: 


Where the 


bones of the men were disinterred, 


women were buried was immaterial, 


Sale of Chinese church lot to Pearly Monroe in 1900.4 
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Another fire occurred at Coloma) 
Friday the whole of Chinatown went 
up in flames—ten buildings in range. | 
The cause of the fire was on the ac- 
count of a blind Chinaman who started 
p fire to cook his breakfast then went 
tothe river to get some water, a dis- 
tance of 100 yards and upon his return 
| everything was ablaze. The property 
we owned by Perley Monroe and had 


no insurance. | 


15 


In August of 1902 Coloma’s Chinatown was completely destroyed by an 
accidentely caused fire. 


The lot that once was the home of the Chinese Church was purchased 
from Pearly Monroe by the State of California for inclusion in the new 
park in the initial Condemnation of lands in 1948.16 
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Tun Szunstn. In and after the FOth inst, 
places of business in this town will be cloeed on 
the Sabbath, An agreement to this effect has been 
signed by oll the business men and teadera in Co- 
loma and they solicit the oo-aneration of noighbor- 
ing towns and the public in the good work of ro- 
membering the Sabbath day, This determination 
has the appearance of a practical effort and we 
hope to see a general observance of the Sabbath 
minong all classes of our citizens, 


Empire County Argus 
December 2, 1854 


After months of public meetings at the Coloma Courthouse those 
debating this topic finalized this agreement requiring all business to be 
closed on Sundays. Less than a year later the agreement was no longer 
inplace. 
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